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_ A less than 5 ceessful tum of the century tr1p.

The Cllometrlc Soelety and Economle Hlstory Soclety

Sessnons at ASSA 2001

J : By Jeff Owen, Indiana State University, and - i :
Marc We1demn1er Claremont McKenna College and Clarement Graduate Unwersrty

o . =(New Orleans) The Chometrlcs Soelety and the Economw _H1story Soc1ety sponsored a senes : : S
R of sessions at the 2001 ASSA Meetmgs from January 5—7‘t e . S

Ll Frlday s sess1on on "Productmty and Labor Markets in the F1rst Industmal Nat1on" began w1th'_'_:-*i- oo
- |apaper by Liam Brunt (Nuffield. College), “Why. Was England First? Agrlcultural Productivity ., - -
- |Growth in England and France, 17001850.” Brunt examines- the w1den1ng gap-in agricultural - -~ o "

“ -, | productivity between England and France. Productivily in England was two times higherin’ " "
.7 |1704 and five times hrgher in 1845, He drst1ngu1shes between productrvrty measures of output. - -

" per acre and acres. per worker.and finds that output per-acre is the ‘most'important element. . -
.+ |Brunt argues that a erucial factor in the product1v1ty gap resulted from the decision by English =
. /|farmers: to replace fallow with turnips and clover. Discussant Greg Clark (UC-Davis)’ =

R 'questroned whether French agneultural produet1v1ty in thie period. had been established and how: -

.. |arable workers were deﬁned Clark was-also concerned about dividing productivity into oufpiit - -
- o |per ;acre and acre per worker, since. the two ate not independent.  Brunt responded- that no .~
covariation: between the two was found... The ‘audience was: ‘concerned that the early: dataon -
e =8 English productivity used to’ determme fallow patterns was based onf T
S What's Ins:de 5 one farm on the Isle of Whyte ' o . A :
Exfr?;:vemrecm” _____ ig 'In the second paper “Is There Proﬁt in Reforrmng the Poor? The ERE R
) S 'Enghsh Poor Law 1830-1842 'Gregory Clark "and ‘Marianne Page .
Y (both UC- Dav1s) consider the' efﬁc1eney effects of the New Poor Law. -
%) The ‘commission that’ estabhshed the:law. believed. workhouses would AT
_ -ehnnnate the dlsmeennve to work created by cutdoor relief. Clark and' ST
‘Book Pf‘evww 9 || Page use data on tax per acre and’ land rents to determine 1f the poor
i -CNEH Report 23" | law reform led to. efﬁeleney gains, to savings simply due t6 cuts in - -
. Ec,rw Rerrospecuve _____ ‘welfare payments or had o effect. - The -preliminary- ﬁndmgs show SRR
"SSHA R epw,t PR T i.there ‘were no. efficiency gams Dlseussant Steve Ziliak " (Emory) S

‘comimented on the timelingss of the paper in relation to cuirent welfire
reform issues in ‘the US but stated that the current situation is. more -

' C . : (Contmued on page .

o | Hartwell Intervrew ....... ;.-.j,i;j"?'_'
| 'NBER/DAE Report_. -
o "InMemormm R
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a ';.;:}Greetmgs Gentle Members.

-y :Welcorne to' the Newsletter s ﬁrst issue of the

"new nullenmum Or was that last year? In-any

o Case, welcome My condolences go ouf to thoge: -
* - of you"who. ‘missed. the Chometnc -Society’s

7"'_~_-j‘,~ecept10n' -at the - Allied ' Social Sciences”

R CI‘OSSG for then- gupport Qf the receptlon

By 'thls feature. L

- LT i N ’
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. Associations meeting. in” New Orleans Our
- host, Mike Haupert, managed to secure_ a-room. ©
.o atop the Monteleone with a :beautiful -view. of

- the Crescent City. - Those in attendance .-
.- appeared to be'having a good time, and T think .
;o Farley Grubb and Greg. Clark left before dawm.
My sincerest:thanks | go to- Mike and the UW- La EE

. Society; W

slate.

_Fmally, , o
-~ shold: have recelved your annual renewal. ©
{  notices: If you've already renewed , those of us - =
" hete at the. home ‘office thank’ you.. ‘For therest .. %
" of you, just: remernber that if-you dor’t.renew .
o your membershlp, then you will fiot be ableto .
- enjoy all the Benefits of membérship, 1nclud1ng o
f'f-access to : the Soc1ety 5 spa;. its-. childcare ™ -
.- Services, L
" insurance. Well, actually, we don’t offér those -~
- beneﬁts but the point is, should we begm oo
L. Coffer those’ beneﬁts you will not have accessto - .
[ - them unless you renew ‘your: membershlp Soi S
o keep those checks coming N

R Lee A Cralg, Executlve Dlrector

- Summer 2000 VO.'ume 15 Numberg

Executlve Director s Notes

.;Also the Clle sessions: at the ASSA meetmgs. ’
. are. summarized . in this  issue. o
. ’reading the summary, T want you to koow that -
Ken Snowden (UNC—Greensbero) served as a -

- discussant only a few days after undergoing oral -
L Surgery that mvolved among: other’ things, bone "

" grafts!
_proeedure would: require” bone- grafts (and T-.
~ don’t want to know), but henceforth wheneyer . "

they call the roll of Cliometricians, written in~
- the -margin by Ken’s narne “will be the ,
' mscrlptlon “Plays with pain.” Ve

T dm not’sure what type ‘of oral:

. Turning to the Soclety s business, sost of you U
are probably “aware’ that - the - International

. This issue of the Newsleiter- contains a new’ = Beonomic - History Association _has,

- feature introduced by our intrepid editors. - 4"
s Aretrospectwe from the Society’s archives on past B
.. Clio ‘Mestings-and an update on the: atténdees .
- and somie.of the papers that were presented. '

o f d d, will o
'thmk most ke you young an 0 Wl eruoy T Board of Trustees took nommatlons ﬁ:om the_: :

- - membérship . and - eventually submitted . the” - ..
- - following s slate: Jeff,‘rey Williamson, President; =~ . .
S Sdm Wllhamson, Treasurer; and Timothy . '~ . =~
1. . Hatton, ‘member of the Executive Committee. - - - '

B O ’chank * the
.'f_,.candldates and the Board. for électing a_fine -~ "
: T trust 1 speak for the- membersh1p in..o
N | T w1shmg the Soc1ety s nominees the best.. k \

members WhO

‘s"that time of the yéar. agam You

~and - discounts, - on-. homeowner s

¢

While -you're -

been.
" undergoing a..change in ‘its - organizationial -
“.structire, . As part of that reorganization, ‘the
“membet orgamzatlons, mcludmg the Cliometrie o
were' permitted t0 nominate a slate: of -
~candidates for ofﬂce in IEHA, : Late in 2000 the -

‘nomiinated * -
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R Honor ofR M Hartwell
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An Interwew w:th R M Hartwell

' RM Harnmell s Emerztus Fellow Nuﬁ eld
He Has held facully
-, positions. at-New South Wales. University of .
- Tecknology, the University of- Virginia, and
the University of Chicago. He also served-as’
. Editor of the Economic, strory Review. ‘This =
" interview took place at Oxford in QOctober
S 2000 and was conducted by Mark Thomas-
o ‘«(Umverszty of Virginia);-who writes: [, have -
- known Max Hartwell for 25 years. He was

o College, Oxford.

my undergmduate tutor. for two economzc'

- history- courses at Oxford. We were later =
i colleagues (Max: in economzcs, myself in -
- ihzstory) at the: Umverszly of Virginia,  Max::

. has tke distinct. honor of having beern feted

with. iwo fe.s'tschrzﬁen The - Industrial

. Developmient and. - Cultural Change

T Could you please start by telling us_.

. _somethinig ' about your background and
. “how it has inﬂuenced your mte]lectual s

e idevelopment" ' L i el

village of Glen Tnnes. :

. 'state was the schigol and the smiall post office

.. (the mail canie three times a week with the -
. newspapers), It -was a small fural com;mumty, .
o and the attitude was that you got.on in the -

" world through your own efforts and hard labor

" and by being a good neighbor. ~ The idéa of

- specializing -

h commumty, although not v01oed 1n that Word

: ;‘was very- obvmus' in the Vlllage L
-':_dancmg, .and musm were orgamzed on‘a’ L
voluntary basis, It was'a happy place, always -~

' _‘_"plenty to do, everyone worked hatd; they had -
fo-~ it was during the Great Depression. = -
__'Money was searce, but it was only when I . =
in - went 0 teachers college that I discovered 1~ -
-:g'iwas bom into-an: explolted colony Itcameas -
-4 surprise fo me. At that tinie we had thebest .
~ cricket team'in the world, and the idea thatwe -7~
" were exploited- by the Poms never entered my
inind! But that, of course, led to some serious

. and Brmsh Society and” .
o Captmlzsm in C’ontext Essays on Economtc,f -

1 drifted 7
“enthusiasm; it was just a subject to be donc o™ -~ -
wgetia degree 1 began studying at the teacherst \ ..
 college in Armidale, about 60 miles from Red ... = .
I was- fortunate that “my  first" year. . .
coincided with the establishment of a branch . .
- of the Un1vers1ty of Sydney; the first in New . -~ "
'So when I started, -was.a:. .
~ student at both the teachers" college and . the."?::' CoT

. university and then transferred to; umversuy to -

~.begin work on'a degree I never was in the S

“faculty of eco,nonncs Igraduated with a BA,

"‘Range, 3

-South Wales

R consuieration of somety and Work and what to
- In 50 far as I have a worldwew of the humani -
A cond1t1on it was formed when [ was growmg_‘-’--
.. oup in’ the Australian outback. My family.
SR _'moved to the. vﬂlage of Red . Range, New -
-+ “South Wales ‘when I was about 10 [c. 1931],
- -when" my: father became the schoolteacher. -
“there; before that we lived in the ne1ghbormg L
. ‘The interesting thing +
~.. about Red Range was that you wer¢ never
' aware of the state.” The only. evidence of the -

V_When you went to unlversny, Why dld you S T
,-.;choose to study economlcs‘? L . o

1nto econonnes w11:hout anyf- -

1n hlStOI’y and economics.

Sport, .
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oS- at Sydney Umversﬂy

. 3 heard 0o,

L you‘

i exploltatlon

B didn't square with the notion. of exp101tat1on-

© well-developed : provincial’ towns in Britain,
o They had all the paraphernalxa of 01V1hzat10n

. churches,
. societies ete. And on the whole, I think that = -

they were quite’ pleasant places to live by the . - -
. standards- of the time, ‘which made me highly-.
_skeptical - about _ the- whole
. ;explmtatlon of 1mper1ahsm '

: The
TProfessor Sid” Butlm, asked me to teaeh/
‘econoniic history, even thoughi T had never - -
taken a course in it.” I remember my maiden-
lecture. -~ it was just after the ‘war, and the_i =
_ .:-f_elassroom was a bit nioisy with ex:servicemen
e r{some of whiom had been my: colleagues inthe
o army) and I asked them. if this was the first
-+ econiomic _history - Ieeture they d-gver: heard N
* . When they answered: yes, 1 told: them-to be - -
reassured, because 1t was the :ﬁrst one: I'd ever T

e \”'And it clearly had a profound mﬂuence on;-';:‘

Lot me say that I 1mmed1ately found it much?'f«f
- -f'jmore mterestmg than economios. “There were
© - certain’ parts: “of’ economlcs that T. qmte hked o
0 but-on the whole I didi't much: enjoy it, -
'+ becalise. it was more impersonal than history, AR
' However, once I started ‘teaching ‘économiG - Britain " as’ 2 hlghly mutuaﬂyi;‘; beneﬁmal R e
"‘n__'h1story,Ireahzed thathas where | wanted to " - re e IR
- be; i a subject I liked, My first research was ™ .~
N Austrahan econormc hlstory,. and . my_
“/- " background in the bush greatly influericed my -
.. choice of topic and approach, At the time I "
. became -a student, " the great classics ‘in
* Australian economic. ‘Tistory were by Brian -
AR “FlthELtl’le (The: British: Empzre in Austraha’_
o and: British Imperialism in Augtralia), But 1 -
- just could not-accept his thesis of imperialist -
Tt seemed counterintuitive. - It .
- was obvious o me that Australians were well .
off “(even. during the’ Depression), - ‘and. this.

o vWhen T began to-look mmiare closely at hlstol'y, B

i 1 discovered. that by 1850- there ‘were three
.-/ towns in’Ausiralia (Hobart; Sydney,.and Port. -

~ . Philip. [Mélbourne]) " whiich - were just like”

"Sehools, newspapers |

‘-'That was. my ﬁrst mtroduotlon to hlstoncal o
_controversy. ‘So -whén it came fo an MA s
. thests, T thought that I'would test ihe theoty of -
-~ economi exploitation in a-microstudy of ori¢ < -
-of the colonics.” I picked Van Dienien's Land .~

_ (Tasmama) because. it was Separated from the

rest” of ‘Australia, it was one -of the first”
colomes, and: the soutce - material was very

<7 good, In my MA thesis, I concluded that Van .
" Diemen's Land beénefited becguse it developed =~ -

"'durmg the British- 1ndustna1 revolution. There
U wasoan

movement towards :

latlonshlp &

;,,Your book, The Economzc De‘-’eIoPm em‘ 0 f

Van - -Diemen's Land, I 789-1833:. An -

" Economic Htsa.‘m:y of Austmlasm has been”.”';_"
referred to as the ‘firsi example of New oo
Australian ©
“historiography.  To _what extent ‘do you R
“think that. your training’-in" economics .

- shaped your
’ fhlStOI'y'? B

Economic. Hlstory in. " the -

approach to

: -' Eeonomlcs has been absolutely vttal to my C
.{,';approach o econorhic hlstory, and Van.
- Diemen's. Land shows that very much, It was R

clearly dlfferent from' anything. in Austraha

ithat had corne’ befors it, "I don' think that it . -
*has. mﬂuenced much, but there- have beet
. “some very ﬁne eontrlbuuons in the same moId'f

: Pagezt ¢ T

11tera1y',‘. I

1dea of thet'."r-

‘economic .
. ,'_llberahsm ~which extended to the .colonies. .

‘Because of  the rapid €xpansionof the

-~ Yorkshire . woolen - mdustry, fhere wasg a0

_demand for fing wool, for which Australia- and”

‘New South- W les' were: eminently sujted:to’ -

‘produce So,-.I' Saw _their relationship “with.

economlc, o
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 since,
. approaoh

' ‘What is the souree’ ol' the economic analys1s"

Sm‘lnﬁ 2001 Volume 15 Numbe__:l,

= f that. went mto Van Diemen sLami" .

Tt came’ from courses I had at Sydney‘..

- Unjversity — the first 'year was Benhamr, of

- .some such textbook; the ‘second year was
- imperialism or what. was,

" puiblic ﬁnance and industrial relations; and the

. third . year was - the trade. -eycle,. the
.. macroeconomics ‘of the period. ‘I was taught
- economics * well, and although it: was

+“Keynesian .in the tx:ade ‘cycle. and- public

 finance courses, 1 was only partly seduced by
‘The structurc of the book followed -
. my. understanding of the

structures - of -economic.- analys1s
which had liitle to:do with Keynes. I started .
o out with geography, went on ‘to reSOurces, and B

- " then moved on to the trade cycle, Here I was -
R 1nﬂuenced by Rostow's work on Britain‘in the . -
R 23 century, because I tr1ed 't show that

- Keynes. -

o ‘peaks of the trade cycle ~were related to

- political events. ‘As far as public finance was
. Lconcerned thee ‘was a ‘simple table in. the .
"% ~book in'which I tried to calculate the extentof =
"+ capital flows from' Britain,
-~ emphasize the role.of the Brltxsh oomrmssanat'_ [
‘in financing . the developmeut of Van. -

e j_D1emen s Land

5 You then Jeft for Oxford in 1948 to work
- on, your doctorate _
. _-doctoral research

- :-'_Wool was: the main artery of cap1tal and trade- ;
. between Britain and Australia.
. _'logxoal topic to explore. But there was more - .-
~ ' to it than that.” There's no doubt that when T .-

- arrived inEngland, the'dominant theme in

Tell us about your

- "English-economic. and socigl history centered

. on the -exploitation of the workmg classos of : S
- they :¢hose “one :of the soc1al sciences, - |

" England during ' the ‘ Industrial Revolution.

o Again, I reacted against this.

. my DPhll thes1s on the Yorkshlre woolen

such a8, Noel Butlms Kuznetsmn"‘

- .Maimst theory of h1story

‘fundamental
-most of .
~an equal. -
- Sydney covering price theory in detail that dld L
- most o shape miy thesis, Even when I came: -

<1 wanted- fo

1t ‘was the |-

When Iwrote -
- 'taught

: mdustry from 1800 to 1850 1 d1d a lot of
- ‘archiyal research on’ employment and wages, " ‘,i
~ -'and what I discovered just didn't match up

- with what historians: were saying. ' So. again, -
- whien I wrote that thesis; [ came to a fairly
' ‘,opt1m1st1c conclus1on about the condmon of

. . the workers, which- centered on a whole series
- of criteria, - 1nclud1ng wages, education, ote. -
- Consequently by this stage, I didn't believe in = - .~
the

in effect,”

_Was Oxford an mtellectually stlmulatmg'__'_ e
place for yoll? N o

Not really Asa Br1ggs and Nev1lle Ward~ "::7
Perkins - were' the- people I listened to most -

,_of’ten ~They rah d seminar .and treated me as,

But it 'was ‘the ﬁrst—year course at’

back:in 1956, the only seminar T went to

_ 'regularly was run by John Hl(;ks Hewasa '
“ - terrible public speaker, but his seminar on'the =
- developmient  of -monetary " theory'  from - . -

- “Thornton to his' own work was a ‘wonderful '
gxperience.. Nonetheless T'm not sure: that it
L lnﬂuenced me m rny pubhshed work

;‘—You only stayed m Oxford for two years" .

i ;Yes I werlt back 10 Austraha in’ 1950 toa. o
““chair in Sydney atthe new New Sonth-Wales' - el
'_ i'_'Umversﬂy of Technology (later the UnlverSIty LT
. of New South Wales), where T.was both the - . - -
o first Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences
-ang the” first Professor of Economic History, ==+ .
The University was modeléd on MIT and had -~
a similar cominittent to teachmg humanities C o
and social sciences to-sttdents in engineering. -
and other technical disciplines. - In' the second -
- year, studenis stidied ph1losophy of “science:”

and ‘industrialization, and .in-the. thn:d ‘yeat,

: normally sither psychology or economies. I - 3 :
econor_mc L

oourses .on modem

Page 5
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: -development Ity was 4 very successful course:
o and: “program. - 1 believed that my- career, was -
-, .now set firmly on course in Australia urtil T
. “got “info-a dreadful: ‘Tow- with - thé Viee -
T Chancellor As Dean, I appomted a selection .-
“ committec. for a posruon in the. History.
- “cotnmittee
. ‘recommiended the “appointment of Russell .
* . Ward, the Vice.Chancellor refused to-appoint
- him ‘on the gropnds ‘of his: polmcal beliefs, 1
. sald oategoneally that. political  tests . were .
<" . unacceptable and put’ my]ob on the lifie,. That
.was probably foolish, because I lost, It-went' .~
So.on to- beoome qulte a - famous ‘case in-
- Australia.
S -=-unsuccessfully for -jobs around Austraha .
_irFortunately ‘and. unexpectedly, 1 got the'?'. :
- “readership in Economic and Soeial Hlstory in -
- ,_Oxford soIreturnedthere in 1956 T

" Départment. ~When ~ the..

After that I

'__‘_-—,iWhat sort of work was belng done m--_-
L 'VBrttam when you returned?

| Supply and demand

‘So, the economic perSpectwe was largely
: Was' this what ‘separated you
.- from ‘the largely institutional fo¢us of .
S British ‘economic historians at the time? -
-+ Would it be fair'to say that you hrought an' .
. antipodean_sensibility to the study of, the. :
. Britlsh mdustrlal revolutron" Co

:',-,"-'7-’120 a great extent yes If y0u look at- the ldeai ‘
Loef growth for. ‘example; my’ approach was .
~-different.

‘from " most” " British -
‘htstonans and no doubt owed somethmg 10

-searched -

' -__;;Europe

- “perspective,.

* balanced, indeed it had to. be. R
-economic; - emiphasis on leadlng sectors, o “unbalanced
‘ growth was clearly wrong Indeed it would :

Page6

my teachmg the comparattve developrnent e
But I would: not hkc to.
- exaggerate the differénces. : ‘ _
Two aspects of the indistrial revolutton that I
.. worked on had' some influence;-the standard " -
o of living “debate and - the - causes : of the - .
_1ndustr1al revoluuon n England ‘When'I got -

to this’ ques‘uon it planted . me ﬁmﬂy in'the: - -

course . in Sydney

institutiopal arena. However,it wiig not in the

- way that most economic-historians” think of .~
" institutions. "I did not focus ofi the ‘staté as the -

f prvotal J
" emphasized  in_his England A3 Apprenttceshw S

- “(which has" been.a major focus: of . Patrick - T

- O'Brien's recent Work) Instead, T was muoh-_{ .

* more: interested in the role of the common .
Jlaw, which T saw as. one .of the leading *.° .o
-differences between Bntam and the rest of -~

e “Rather than. Just examine the: .

- institutional " structures "of the law and how " . .-
they changed I'wanted.to relate this to ‘models- - SRR
-_ --of growth,. Law and- the market that's the [.i S
A L L _',,_Important top1o , e

R Frrst there was a lot of work bemg done i
- social history - a tebirth in the postwar period .
o of what people such as the Hammonds had -
. written.in the 1920s with a similar 1deologrcalf7
- perspective.” Seoondly, industrial history. ‘The " -
- “Manchester “school -inspired -2 -number: of
- industrial historiés, which  were very.-good .
:-‘_1__-3_‘=chscuss1ons of technology, ‘but which. never -
-+ took into * account - the 1nterplay between;_,

element a8 Charles Wilson: -

5 You returned to Oxford at the ttme of the
""Rostowmu controversies. over the’ pace and -

- pattern ‘of economic growth;’ /This formed
.}somethmg of 4n -ideological d1v1de in‘the. . -
- British “economic hlstorlography between%'-j-' AR
' advocates of drscontmulty a la Rostow and. -

.- Toynbee and those who adopted Marshall's o
emphasis on continuity, ~Most eritics of

" Rostow have - ‘accepted: the- Marshalllan'-_fj'j G
However, you've referred to -
“the industrial” revolution as - the '‘great

dlscontmulty Does thls make you an anti--

-Everyone who is sensible is a 1\larshall1z-m1 s .
“The dtscontmurty is between the world before -~ . :
“and after industrializations. G‘rowth in Britain. - .

was slow and slowly acceleratmg, it.was also”

Marshalllan, a Rostowran, or somethmg SE
';'else? ‘ : e

S0 Rostow's -+ .
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- be a better generalization to suggest that every
~sector’ was_undetgoing -some sort of major
change between 1750 and 1850. . The growth
of skills in. the trade and financial sectors, for .
_example; were no. less remarkable than the_- .
. growth of technelogy in textiles and-iron, The

~ demand - . for nav1gat1ona1 skills” “was

- burgeomng ‘with the rise of . trade, and -
—-adyertisements began to ‘appear offering:

. traifiing in marinership. Supply responded’

- directly and remarkably qluekly to ohangmg

demands

' Was thls’ market - responsweness:
'_dlstlnctively British? Is thls what made the
British economy different? Would you see
the same sort of behav:or in France for S

example"

L VI'm not sure that you would ‘But thls mlght -

- reflect the weakness of the market signals
- more than - the weakness of the inistitutional -
- tesponse. Onge Britain had begun the ypward -
-~ 'movement i 1n growth and development more -
L challenges and " opportunities developed_ ;
“which created more. growth and. so on. I

France, growth didn't begin -as soon

o oonsequently it dldn‘t accumulate as rapldly

. :_:Your mterpretatmn of the Industnal :
- “Revolution is in terms of consequences and
SRR 1mpact rather than process, : :

.Ideally, 1t should be both but mostly when I -
- use the term, T'm. thinking of the difference .
. between Britain in 1750 and 1850 compared - .
o the change in. any s1m11ar penod before.."_

- 'then

You‘ mentioned carlier flie';standzir& of -
" living debaté and your role in it.. Do you
. have any further comments in retrospect"

PR 'When I returned to Oxford it was- durmg an o
interesting: perxod Thére were thiee- pr1mary
- beliefs that dominated _soclal_.thlnkmg ‘The .‘

ﬁﬁrst was that govemments could plan to do‘ T
certain ‘things, and by the mampulatlon of
certain key variables, they could achieve their
godls. The second was that civil servamts ..
were only interested in public welfaré and that =
- they -were- disinterested ~ vessels' of the = . -
. governmeént's interests. Finally, in so. far as . =~

-the working classes improved their lot, it was =~~~
- entirely due-to the actions" of government' o
 through the ‘welfare state ‘and the pressure of
trade unions. - Economic growth ‘was- never -
.~ considéred.. " Indeed, economic organlzatlon’ .
~ which - was one of the two compulsory .
subjects " in ‘economics. for those students * -
taking PPE in Oxford, was entirely about how "

to make the - mtervent]on of. the state Work

better without -cver questxonmg ‘the basm. _
- philosephy -of the interventionist state. - T
" remetnber that John Vaizey and 1 gave the R
 very first seminar in Public Sector Economies ™~ |
- in'the Umversr;y It-was more historical than =~ -
¢conomic, . but we did -tackle .the” central = -
‘question (as expresséd best by John Stuart . -
Mill), -"what  are the - proper functions and. .

- agencies of govern;ment " The Seminar: went S
-vcrywell S N

" “Thén, came the ﬂowermg of somal hlstory,f DU
- largely focusing -on the class struggle in the' ..
- dndustrial revolution, and I thought that it'was~ .. =
‘about time. that- someone had a go-at this sort_ SO
200 of stuff. T wrote: two artlcles a general” .~ -
 ~.methodological . paper enititled,

"Interpretations of the Industrial Revolutlon,“‘c.' S

published in the Journal of Economic History: S e
“The second,."The Rz’smg Standard of Living," B
“was published in Egonomzc strory Review. - =
 The" emphasm ‘on the” word | ‘rising' -was -
- intentional and, in'fact, the entire'purpose of .
the' artlcle You mlght say that all hell broke .-~ -
“loese! I did not: expect that reactlon, partly .
because- 1 believed in: the- art: of civilized = ,
- digcourse and partly because T believed that "
‘historians would be persuaded by the weight ~ - -
" of gvidence and not be particularly influenced
by theory The controversy was hke gettmg
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= the exploitation of workerS

you- “find” the results

"1ndustr1a1 revolutton

‘_"'-Blue Books.to the factory records and actual
_";statlstics of work and Wages B T o

o \_;‘_De you eonslder your Work on the standard'
L of llvmg to have been cliometrrc" S

' I dont thmk of myself as a 0110metr101an at

- - alft 1 define the characteristics of cliometrics " -
* as the specific application of cconomic-tools. -

_ and the use of quantification to: measure what -
'~ happened. and -the building up of models 0.
I used some - basm' - tray
- wake.

~ explain what happened

'”A';'wft.on a nonstop traln I became mlxed up W1th-
“ the: Marxist théory “of capitalism, -which .

~‘focused on the 1nev1tab111ty of. revolution and_ it has its hmltatlons

_ " great :__-beneﬁt for Br1t1sh h1stor1ans‘ o
-._workmg in this ‘period - was  the remarkable
ature of the Houses: of Parliamént, where.
“of - thousands . of .. -
1nVest1gatlons on-all sorts of topics in"social - ijhuman ‘emotion. -
- andeconomic ‘history, from drunkenness to- .
" prostitution, A wonderful souree but a trap .
.= for the unwary. ‘If not used properly; the Blue - .
.2 Bookscan produce wotst case history, A
-~ good example-is the famoys investigation of
v the Health of Towns in. 1844, Anyone who .
U reads that will feel sickened by. the graphlc']‘
. descriptions’ of urban” living, but you ‘have to
" remember. that thig focused on the worst stums
and did- not report ‘onmore. positive. living:
) iarrangements in the towns. You could repeat
.7 the same exercise: for the 1990s; ‘you would
v certainly. still find some awful places, but you. .
- would hardly ¢onsider them typical.” Thiswas.
- one of the problems: with thie literature of the =

- evidence, - the -

"~ history, -

“The $ocial historians.* . comithon. sense.
. were seduged on the-one hand by Marx, -who =~
" -uséd this literature, and ‘on the other hand by
I this woriderful source material: Tt wis. only in'
1-":,'plaees like ‘Manchester that “great “historians -
o suchas; Ashton and Unwin went beyond the . - R AR D
s At the 1970 Anglo-Amerlcan meetmg that R
. Fogel- orgamzed at Harvard, you.referred: . = . ..
 ‘to'the New. Economxc History as animport .~
 substitute’ - in- the
i -_hlstorlography. Were you antlclpatmg that. .-
*the cliometric_revolution would gradually
,'cross the Atlantic" ' S e ol

“of economics .- and  used’ staustws-}
wherever they seemed relevant, but I was -
'never a model-bullder and never a user ofr :

formal economic theory There were certam. o

“aspects of cliometrics that interested me;, ‘But -
If's quite obvious that -
. there  are many “things that cannot be.

* measured.” Some people dispute ihat and say.
‘that you should af least be able to rank, but -+ -
- T'm net certain about that- 1 alWays say-that 1f,{ S
' Teould explain loye and hate, T'd be more than -

satisfied. T suppose these are the. extremes.of.

mOI'B

need. the. techmques

hterature

‘British ' - economi¢ - |

I dont thmk 1t has The New Economlc -
'.',Hlstery was ‘a bit hke a tldal wave, which -~
stirred up a lot ‘but T don't think ‘that it has . - *
transformed -much ‘of the: landseape in. ifs .~
Tt has: built-on various: things; 1t has™ - -
added - precision - il - various ways. - For. ' -

example it has slowed down the rate of i

e PageS

7 ‘Buit ‘1" don't " think - any. - -
- sensible ‘economic ‘historian can say that-you .-
can measure everythlng You -measure ' what .
you can,’and this’is common sense. Bob. .
" Fogel said to me once that the worse the. -

_ sophlstlcated the

- techniques have. to be: The trouble is that you -
One problem with too . .’
~much techmque is that'it reduces the audience: .~ -
"1t can also be'a; dangerous tool for the unwary. -
© . History should always. determing “technique, - - 7
- but too” often, the use: of techmque Limits - L
| “I.am pot and- hever ‘have been a . |
',quantltatlve historiarn, I've used figurés inmy . 0 C
-work a great deal, but T hzive no sophlstlcatlon LA
- in statistical mference atall except interms.of -~ - =
Very often common sense . . T 7
‘and simple arithmetic is enough, but Fm noti_‘-_-" R
“$ure.that you. Would call: that*cliometrics. T~
- was ‘niever a great reader of the econometrtos L
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: .growth dunng the industrial revolutlon, and; B

* has " irespassed into the standard -of living
debate, but 1 don't think that it has changed -
very much. A example.is the latest article on

- the standard of living by Charles Feinstein,
which " is too pessnmstw
: 1mm1serat10n

' :But to be fair. to Charles, hls target is
earlier - cllometrlclans,

1815 or:so. 'Although he. refers to it as a

pessimistic - mterpretatlon, _he essent;ally -
states  that ‘there was no loss or gain in .
N measurable economic  welfare for: the
L average worker and his famlly but, in
effect, stasis up to 1840 or so. The. gams*“{ --
~there - was .no-
: o T inference.

delayed, but

.'Pessnmsm 1no longer means decllne

-?.;:Why hasn’t the New Economlc ]‘:IlStOI'Y“';
economlc-}

; 'transformed he_ |

3 Brltlsh
hlstorlography‘? B T

Partly it reflects the Way in. wh1ch economw' .

~history was taught here; It was clearIy ac
- mistake to compartmentahze ‘economic and. -
" social history into separate departments in the. -
- UK. Tt would have béen much better had
~"some gconomic “historians béen trained in-
- economics departments, with greater focuson
- teéchniques and econometrlcs and others: in -

history . departments. - The 1nst1tut10na1,
structure was unfavorable
Is also" possnble that thei‘e were

'1ntellectual ‘constraints in . operation in
There was no counterpart to -

Brltam‘?’

: * He' does not ,
B demonstrate peSSImlSn’l in the sense that social -
.. historians used it in the. 19605 to 1ndlcate ~

e who ' he -argues
- .- exaggerated real wage lmprovements after

o Every_
i ,--'_estxmate of industrial activity or other 1ndex of .»°
' macroeconomic act1v1ty shows a rise. from the

- late 18" century onwards. -

e Theres a Iowerz_‘
- Jimit to cllometnc rev1310msm . s

S culture, “eustom, .
7 ’overarchmg |
“econornics within the system as a whole (not' L

slavery asa umfymg and deﬁnmg toplc for '
 cliometric analysm in the UK. Ts if the case' -
that: the major toplcs of intellectual debate,
“social .

' historians (such as the rise: of the gentry or ..
the standard of living debate) are eithernot
~amenable © to° ‘cliometric techmques or,_.-
-alternatwely, that T
*  counterparts to Ulrich Phillips in Britaln o
S who were vulnerable to radlcal crlthue" N

among British - economic -and

there were

1 thlnk that's nght toa degree I would put 1t
' differently, Economic history:in Britain is an
- "older subject and was much more advanced at .
-the time  of the cllometrln revolution. “The- R
"~ literature on- the big ' questions ‘was_ already. .
. well established, and. the contributions of the =~ ..
_+Ashtons and the Claphams were not. likely to- " -~
- be torn asundet by the use of more up-fo-date ..
“techniques of model-building and statistical -
_ When Gary Hawke . apphed the = -
~ “Fogel soexal savmgs method to ‘the British -~ - -
;;-f-ease it S
interpretation of the role of the railways rather -~
than challenging some. ingrained belief i the . . . -
mdlspensablhty of railroads, as Fogel elanned,,-} N
" -existed in the US. I cannot think of any fopic”, = -
. .in. British ' économic hlstonography that has . 7 o
been radlcally transformed by the apphcatlon ot
- of chometrlc techmques B

largely. “backed - up ‘the - -older

g Whel‘e do you see the future of ecouOmlc:_._ o
hlstory‘? : _ L R

Recent work suggests a declme in. mterest 1n_;r SR
social hIStory of the ThompsomHobsbawm"” £
variety: - New areas of 1nvest1gat10n have
~ developed, of which the most imporfant is the. .~

role of . womer, >
. mjeh more 1mportant is the”enviropment, T .
- would like.to see additional emphasis puton +
- economic history‘as a means to, integrafe law;.
and - institutions ‘into an. 1o
places A

Another Wthh sheuld be' =

1nterpretat10n that

economlcs for 1ts own sake) The de51re for a




" Spring 2004 Volume 16 Number 1

- The Newsletter of The:Cliometric Soclety . _

* - broader type-of economic -histoty should be: L M... The Causes o,
o Revolution. Methuen, 1967, .~~~
- worke of Bric Jones and. others on long-run - o o T
Hattwell, RM. The Economic Development
- ~of Van. Diemen's” Land 1820-1850;
. Melbouine University Press, 1954~ ..

‘extended to the time dimension as well. The:

- history is; I think, very important. Of course,
.+ studying long-run “history is_ mnot readily

Cambridge grotip has donie excellent research -
- on the'demographic history of Britain back to-

entire history

\ustralia ‘and the US since

" An ambitious agenda! Thank you, =~
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elonal wrl

. ethigs, economles nd sociology.
“her versd has-a pelect cirele ‘of admire

.--The rich conseryatl
~ arful of the rleh soclalists, Recently we have alk: -
heen-rénditng thrgc‘{tsﬁfr{qm _the editorial supposedly. -
ugust Belmont; s denunclation cailed; -
forth by & cireular N Sl
slgned by, among otliers, J.G. ‘Phelps Stokés, “rich, .~
Charlotte Perkins. Gilman, “profes- -
“referred o 1n the attpek: - .. -
teréstlng woman s Charlotts. Perkins:
0 -meéans not always understandahle, -
st.attractive fn her originality and her. -
. The rich -conservatives ‘may look upon, -, °
=| her as n dangergus meddler, but'mary people go.- -
to her lectures afid read her writings. - .. - ..
. Both as. writer and lecturer she carries onm hers
ork, is specilly interested (o the 'labor question .- -
and the progress of women, It was only ln 1890 gha.”
began .to appeer before the public, leeturtng - on -
‘She writes occasionally forthe magazines,.

soclalist,” and,
#:

simple and original phrase, Her most -noted work fs her revo] I ' -
At o vt S sy B RAL, - ik J 0LeN Y ‘ 1er utiona
- "Women and Economics," o much “discussed, widsly’ translated '\,,gkmﬁ‘?;;
-~ 8. hook- that ‘glves small encoursgement to’ women . to #tay by the Cihe !
: g;u} _éﬁlth%tmrezgcq \1,::, called dangerous, ‘
o eued .t This Qur World, “The Yellaw. Wall Paper,” ¢,
. /The Home; Ita Work: ang Influgnce,” “Human 'ng-k,", ]

seem' to be getiing. very. . -

to-colleges -students,. a cireylar-:

hose that care for ugique- chirm,,

She ‘has published a Yool orft v“:f:&__ S
oncerniug Childrem =~ - -




" authors,

S, 18341909,
S ‘pubhshed the series (although he used them -
" in published" work), bécause he feared: they.:‘lu
- ocould be. . misapplied to- business-. cycle:
o .analyses However, Rhode argued that as the
s original
. accessible;
" Gallman’s interit is‘to prepare.and present a .
good vérsion, . Wlth all necessary caveats and'

B ‘_ﬂE_HQ_WS_JQﬁgf Of The Cnometrlc Socletv
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Summary of the Development of the Amencan Economy
~ Summer 2000 Institute at the NBER |

Byl Rebeeca Menes, Geerge Mason Umversrty

o (Boston) The 14 papers presented at’ the‘_'
. “NBER Summer Institute, held from July 17-
19, 2000, -exemplified ‘the broad. scope of.

- current American economic hlstory On. .-

i iMenday, ‘the Inshtute got off to a fast start -
with five strong papers ori economic. growth,,
- and labor and a ‘report-on what’ promises to
o bea valuable data set on American state =
.. constitutions. . The next day, the partrclpants
- enjoyed three papeis. which- focused. on
. industrial organization, O’ Wednesday, the
S proceedmgs ¢oncluded with ‘six papers that
-+ ¢ explored what economic history can bring to
o the Study of both pubhc and private spheres

The ﬁrst twvo papers addressed issues i
_ Amerlcan economic growth. . 'Peter Mancall, -
.. Joshua Rosenbloom, and Thomas Weiss (all. -
w ‘Umversrty of Kanisas) presented “Conjectural . .
- Bstithates of Economic Growth in the Lower . -
~According. to. the
‘overestimated: -
~ growth - by assuming - growth -in “exports
“growth - while -

~ South, 1700-1800." "~ A
_previous * studies. :

“reflected * overall “output-.

~ ignoring the relatlvely stagnant back-country -
<, .economy. The new estimates use domestic
R consumptron to augment eXport ﬁgures '

e -Paul Rhode (North Carollna) contmued w1th' -
- “Gallman’s - Annual Qutput Series for.the U -
‘Robert. Gallman had not- -

“work- “will. - soon ~-be" ' publicly

" 3_-exp1anat10ns L N T

~Mobility “'in the U.8:

.sourees
L cengus data '

.- Textiles . Rev1s1ted

"‘preductlon

. quantitative results
the best “way to - honor. -Bob: .-

: The third and fifth presentahons 1n1:roduced‘. =
- ainbitious works ' in " progress. :
| (Maryland) addressed his work 6na new data. -

set on state- constltutlens ThlS data set-will -

allow: . researchers 1o blllld a- contermporary. .

state . constitution, lncludmg all relevant’

amendments, for any year since the founding * -
-.of the state or territory. -
o centered 1argely on the construction. of the
-~ index. .
- talked - about “his - work. in " progress on: .
and . Finangial - *' "
| 17601990, which - = -
- exterids"his. previous. interests to cover the
- whole of Ametican history using a variety of =~ -

including military . records -and.. - ..
‘Although' his research i * -~
_prelumnary, participants -cagerly - discussed

Joseph Fertie. (Nerthwestem) also-

“Geographw, _Oeeupatlonal

the st broad ‘conclusions;” notmg

_comparlsens between 19" and 20%- century' g
- migrants and. between low and hlgh Status, S
: -'nugrants o ST

The feurth and srxth papers addressed the

- performance of American industry.” -Douglas -
- Irwin. (Ddrtmouth). and ‘Peter. Temin: (MIT):_{.;fj

- 'spoke on “The Antebelluni Tariff on:Cotton - -
‘They usé the natural =
:f:expenment afforded by ‘the ‘1846 drop. in "« -
rates to analyze the effectof the tariff oncJS L
| - Although' Brltlsh imports.
.1os¢;. -there - Was almost no- effect on US i
suggesting that by 1846 .US -
industry, wasno longer an “infant mdustry SR
“supports:: the. " .
By 1846, the US ‘and.- -~

- Britain produced dlfferent kinds“of eotton - .- J
- textiles, which were peor substltutes fe,r each Lo
'_Othere. JEE S 7 .

manufacturing,

Qualitative . evidence -

. Ir1 the ﬁnal paper of the ﬁrs‘t day, Rebert

Page ‘1.1' S

John Wallis

The discussion .



_‘:f"—ibeneﬁts

m growmg mequalrty

i Industnal orgamzatron dommated the Second .
' day,-Howard Bodenhorn (Lafeyette College) =~

-+ began with an analys1s of monopoly behavior -
L r_ﬁunderouttmg ‘provision. of -a credit market ..
0, serviee in. “Making - the. Lrttle Guy Pay;- -
. Paymeits.

| -System Networks
o Subs1dlzat10n

from

"':"}therr ~assymed - monopoly ‘power -

"+ -on "banks, rathet ‘than to’ monopohze i

e _redemptron “of" ‘bank " notes.

- e discussion; followed in. which'we all learned =

- ‘of the tacties employed by Boston and rural -

~banks to force “rins” or slow redemption of

- " notes'in their’ struggle over the New England o
+.o bank note market. e

T "",_Naoml Lamoreaux (UCLA) exammed L
‘fnuch broader questron in American eapltahst-_'
= development in “How Corporatrons Acquired . .

' 'Legal Personhood Language and Economzcs

'rowmg" gap between sk111ed and unskllledi- )
S Wages' durmg a period-of" raprd ¢xpansion in~ " -
“low skill employment suggests that highly
-elastic supply, e.g: 1mm1gratron played a role -

Cross- B
-and the Collapse of the
©o ¢ Suffolk. System.” He argues that the Boston-
-7 banks mlsunderstood the “distribution of = =

_ the: . Suffolk system “for.
1. redeeming New England. bank notes acrogs -
-y ithe region, This led to the OVerexplo1tation of

: and -

_ '_’eventually to the collapse: of the: system

.. Charles Calomiris (Columb1a) suggested a -
- _possﬂ)le “alternative in which - the - central
banks. acted largely to ‘centralize mformatron,_ T
o On the thrrd and ﬁnal clay of the Instxtute, SiX ] ST
A lively - papers - exemplified © the broad - reach. of .
‘economie ; history. . Nieola Tynan (George. =~

-

“Univetsity) introduced us to the intricacies of -

' private water supplyi in 19" ~century London. B
~According ‘to Tyhan, thé  private. London -
‘-.'-compames 1ntroduced ‘technical mnovations_‘ o
and ‘responded to ~customer. complaints .-
. concernmg water quallty more’ qutckly than.~
.did ' contemporary,” publicly-owned firms.
The 11vely dlscussmn exemplrﬁed how the'

. groups’
. individuals - (mcludmg, at its . frmges early :
fasc1sm and extreme natronahsm) e

“used to harden. steel. ,
j_'desrgned to limit German-access to; tungsten T
used a range of tactrcs, ‘including an ofl -
They. maintain’ that -~ = = .~
~econofiic ‘warfare: depends eructally onthe .

- organization of the industry in ‘question- apd -
-may work most effectively when'it is usedto .
forge. one head of state (e.g. Franco) toput s
-pressuré “on " another(Hitler), rathor then . = ..

Loin the
'—States -
';:eorporat1on was an. economlc response to the -

“needs: of capitalisr and also depended on the ™
- Jate 19™ -century shift i in cultyre and popular =
- philosophy  which led - people - “to- ascrtbe"_
personhood: to all sorts of aggregate groups.

- "This made: the moderh. corporation cousin to

‘embargo o Spain, -

Late-Nmeteenth Century Umted, '
 She clalms that :the rlse ‘of the’

political -and economic. movements in which
acqu1red the" * characteristics of -

In “A Wolfram in- Sheep s: Clothmg L
;,"ECOI]OI‘IIIC Warfare in. Spain and. Portugal;

-2 1940-1944.". Leonard Caruana (CEU- San =
7 Pablo- Umversrty) and ~Tgh ‘Rockoff *:
_{Rutgers) “presented .a- casc study “of an .
~unusually - .
~ embargo; | ‘During World War 1I, Spam and
“Portugal - were: Germany s, only feas1ble",-_":__'m -
“sotirces of tungsten. (wolfram), .which was =~
The. US.. pohoy, RPN

suocessful “wartime eeconomic.

when it is'used. to force ‘the populatlon ofa

o natron to put pressure upon 1ts own leaders

Mason Umvers1ty vand  James . Madison
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: best economic hrstory 1s both’ 1nterest1ng

‘history * and. relevant to . current pohcy

debates

The second and thlrd papers addressed more -; i
in " economic hlStOl‘y-

 traditional - topics

Benjamin - Chabot (M1ch1gan) looks “at’ the
o ‘emergence of a single market stock exchange
*in the United States and London in the late
19" century. Dan Raff (Wharton), in “Super- -
- Stores and the Evolution of Firm Capabilities
© in American, Bookselhng,” highlights the key’
~ rolé of innovative. Jinformation management
. -.and the use of new. teehnologles in_the
L tradmonal busmess of booksellmg

“variatjon - between U'S states in the rules.
.7 governing legal ‘access  to birth eontrel to
. illyminate the important impact of the pillon

- and professmnal'
" choices, Their analysis suggests that control - -
. over fertility, riot changes in discrimination
-~ laws, womien’s accéess to educatlen, or even
- cultural shifts, explain the timing of the huge* -
o mcrease ‘in. women . entering. professmnal -

. women’s educatronal

: explores ‘the .

. qualifications.

RO s;nring__zce_i_'_\_/g_:_gmg‘ 16Number1 o

: The Instltute coneluded w1th toples at the- S
- intersection of - economic  and political -
. history. = Rebeeca Menes: (George Mason)y
' discussed theory-and some early results of a
‘project on the-felationship betweeri state laws
- and city debt durmg the-early decades of the -
- 20" century “The
.governments to- issue debt has always been
heavily - regulated. by. the state, es .. -
_motivation  of the Sstate
- regulations: ‘were they - intended to protect Vel
. bondholders, punish-corrupt urban interests, ¢
. - ot incredse municipal access to debt markets?
- “Using qualitative resulis, she suggests that- .
. the latter motrvatlon was-an 1mportant part of IRTI

'Claud1a Goldm and Lawrenee Katz (both:;_-'__
o Harvard) examined the impact of 1nnovat10n. - ‘»'-‘iI th f“nal
" in medical. téchnology. en the ‘labor force - .~ o ¢ fi paper

 participation of women, They focus ‘on the,-‘

the. sth‘y

--’speed, with  which- preperty constraints. on L
“suffrage were ‘relaked. “They note that the .
- progress of . triie " tniversal’ suffrage was L
“slowed as the substltutlen of tacial Tules and- R
- _;11teracy requlrements as | outrrght property““ L,
politically . -less = = -~

" caréers requiring: extended tralnmg, such as S defens1ble Goplheet s S

beca:me_,. 2

~ability “ of Jocal .

Menes- ..

“The Evolution -of - "
~ Suffrage Institutions in the New World: A~ * .-
- Preliminary Look,” Ken'Sokoloff (UCLA) S
~and Stanley Engerrnan (Rochester) trace the. ..« ..
- tole of wealth inequalities in determining the "

"_,‘lawandmedwme S

CaII for Papers
IEHA Sessmn on Global Electrlflcatlon

h Professors era W11k1ns Peter Hertner and erham Hausman, orgamzers of Sessron 38 of the

~XUI" International - Economlc History- Congress . (Buenos ' Alres,” July; 2002) -on. ““Global -

e electrification: Financing and Managing Networks of Poiwer from the 18805 to the 1970s” are .+ -

L calling for proposals to enhance the geographwal coverage of' the session, They are particularly . - o

- inerested in' submissions of interest for. the following areas: ‘China, Southeast Asia, India,” .
Aftica, and the United Kingdom, The aim of this séssion'is not so‘much comparativehistory as .~

- international history. Please send expressions of interest :to Professor William Hausman, - .+

* “Economics Department . P.0, Box 8795, College’ of ‘William ‘and - Mary, erhamsburg, VA

o " 23197- 8795 E-mail: w_]haus@wm edu Phone (757)221-2381 Fax (757)221 1175

o . ,‘-- Page 13
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RONDO CAMERON
ST 1926 2001

'Rondo Carn—

Umversﬂ:y “Pro-

'"2001 111 Atlanta

'Cameron held the - Kenan','""
¢+ ~chair at- Emory frorn 1969 to

1993, “He was a member. of .

L '_'both the: departments of eco--

~."_"nomics and-history. Priof'to
+ that appolntment he taught at.

=+ the University of ‘Wisconsin, . -

- where. he . founded and di- -

i Urected the eoonomlc history

e graduate program He re- ™

' céived his B,A. from Yale in .

© . 1948 and his Ph.D. from Chi- .-

S cago in 1952, Durmg his- ca--

7 reer he held v1s1t1ng positions:

o - at universities in Great Brit- -

- ain, France, Gemnany, Brazﬂ
-and Japan' e -

:.-_:"-',Among hlS mere’ than 100’
- articles “and: 20 books are A

. Concise Economic History of - -

- the World: from Paleohthzc;'
LT Times. to'the Present, whlch’___
" has been reprinted four. times:

'~ ‘opment around the globe. -

eron,  William.
Rand  Kenan . -

fessor ‘emerifus. -
at Emory Uni- ~
L versity and for- . . ]
- mer. piesident. of the Eco-
% nomic - History"_Association
Z{_and editor “of ‘thi. Joumal of
. iEconomic sttory, . -passed -
L lawayon Monday, January 1 -

Mosss ABRAMOVI’IZ

1912 - 2000

'--'»Moses Abramovxtz Profes— .
- sor Ementus Stanford Uni-=

“fundamental -insights and
. pipneering technical contri-
. bution to the study of long- -’
'“térni ecohomic growth. His -
1986 article, “Catchmg up,
“Forging Ahead and: ‘Falling -
- Behind,” holds the distine-
:tion of bemg the second-.
.. most cited artlcle ever pubu'__
lished in ‘the Joumal of B
) Economzc sttory

. -_*,Abramowtz recelved h1s L
“Ph,D: “from Columbia - in'
1939, . His first pos1tlon was.
“at ‘the” NBER.. "He: then -
?4-served on the War Produc-
. tion. Board’ dunng WWIL. .
William™ -
~ Robertson Coe Professor in
N B Amerlcan Economlc HIS-«.

" tory.in’1974 ‘and went on-to -
Sa dlstmgulshed emeritus ca-
~ reer which ‘included presi-

He retlred

dencles of the Amenean

S,Economlc Association, the'
Westem “Ecohomic Asso-
- diation, and the" Beonomic |
-+~ and’ translated “into’ 12 Tan-
" guages,  He also edited sev- .
~eral’ volumes on. the ‘tole of.
* banking and economic devel-

“History Association, as well” -
as - honordry “degrees from. -
““the- University of  Uppsala’
-in’ Sweden and the: Univer-
'Slty of Ancona in Itaiy '

Pagersl

: 'Trevor ,D_w
- carned hig.Ph.D
er31ty, was renown for hlS
. versity of Wash.
.~ ington.ifi. 1970
- He wrote under- 7% :
_ Doug North and wen,t on o
o _]0111 the growmg army. of
" “new”. economic.historians, .
- _taking his first position at the
University . of Western On- -~
- tario. He also held visiting ~ ..
“positions at UCTBerkeley and. -
‘Harvard, before joining the
. faculty at the Umvers1ty of =~
'__i_Lethbrldge P S
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TREVOR DI("K
1934—2001

from - the’ Um

o Trevor D1ck was & found:lng:-'* -
“member of - the Canadian™ . .
' Econiomic Hlstory group and .
RS .1jalso held memberships inthe ..
""s,Economl,c ‘History ~ Agsocia- =+ - -,

:tlon! _the Economle Hlst()ry'_;; .

"Soc1ety, the Chometnes o= 0
ciety, the Social Seience His- =
tory ASsosiation, and the o~ . T
ternational Society for: New . -
Instltutlonal Eeonomles o

_He authored numerous books e

- and articlés: - Af the ‘time of - . -

“his death, he was workmg on

" regegrch on ‘topics as “dispa-'. _
rate”as aspects of gold and - o
' bimetallic standards and_ i

. tertémporal behavior of the
balance’ of payments to ag-
'rgregate consumer ‘behavior, -

He edited his' most recent' - |
book, Business Cycles Since-. ~ .
- 1820: New Initernatiorial Per> o
" spectives ~ from - Historical - 7 .~

- Evidence, in 1998. | ¢
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BOOK PREVIEW

The Backbone of Hlstory Health and Nutrltlon

“in the Western Hemlsphere
By Rlehard H Steokel and .T érome C Rose (eds )

. 'Nore Tke followmg prevzew is fmm the.
- introductory’ chapter of The Backbone of
E History: “Health and- Nutrmon in the

- Western Hemis;;here (F’orthcommg, .
= Cambridge Umverszty Press, 2002) :

) -Human blolog1sts,- 111stor1ans, and other '
. -social scientists -have ex,pressed endurmg'--‘ :

" initerest in the evolution of hyman health over -
o I;r‘the past several mrllenma In part the search. .

- for knowledge is propelled by intellectual -
. - curiosity. - Most humans. are inquisitive about .
. heir past for the. same reasons that explorers, "

. of ‘the carly 20" century.strove 16 reach the .
- 7poles-and the highest peaks and their modern
L Counterparts Joumey to outer space or deep _
<“into the oceans.. -They want to understand
“how they evolved and how they- have adapted—‘_ -
4o, their: environments. . They want 10
“visualize ‘and imagine: the contours “of the -
L - human experlence . the peaks of adaptlve:‘
" success . that led to human -growth,. the . -
" expansion and ﬂowermg of cmhzatrons, and. }
o the valleys of- .despair in ‘which the humang_ .
Lo presence has ebbed and retreated

_‘_"?But more practlcal conslderatlons also lead_ L
. the quest for. knowledge “Not only a basic -
" ingredient in- the quality of life, health is

© - intertwined - with - demographie, - soe1a1 .
~ . ‘economie, and political change " as well as”
v with-- the: outcomes. of “wars and other, g
conflicts. ' Length of life and-other aspects of
" “health affect’ work ‘capacity “and ‘the
! mcentlves to invest in skills that contr1bute o

'~ economic growth. ‘Basic mdrcators of the o
- standard " of - living, "such ~asthe human
developmen,t index proposed by the United _
" ~Nations, liave a substantial health component’
(UNDP, 1990). H1stor1ans and pohtwalj

~ medical - ‘problems;

- 501ent1sts have Identrﬁed 1nequa11ty, not only, ~
in-ineome or ‘wealth but also in the form of -

. disparities in. ‘health’ and nutrition, as ‘a
“driving force “in social; pol1t1cal and -

' economie ehange Thus, health has- playeda: ~ -
* ‘central role: in human history, both ‘as an -
.agent of change'and as an outcome measute -
1ndlcat1ng the quahty of - life, Skeletal, o
~measures of health, which .are - e gentral -~
focus of ‘this book, furnish'the best (and in - -
“many :cases the - only). picture available of

: human health over the m1llenn1a T

rThe study of skeletal rema,ms for 1n31ghts
~ into health. in the past cteates valuable long- .~ = -
~term | perspeetlves on several modern social -

problems: " Virtually = all. researchers ‘are
-aware,- dt  some level,. of the SIgmﬁcantl- M
f'prooesses of evolution "that gave ‘rise to~ - . |

rnodern societIes over several m1llenn1a n

They understand that many modern problems-‘ £ ,
have Toots reaching deeply info the human =" .~
~past and that cutrent conditions were often” = * |
greated by eomplex mterdependent processes el
. thatunfolded over very long periods of time, -~ .
S 'R evaluatlng the results: of their Tesearch, .- . = . |
-most social and medical scientists woild like ~
to have 4ccess to- particularly. long-térm -
historical - Studles that would, for exarnple, SRR
* “place in perspective the prevalence of trauma ..
" and v1olenee, urbanization and health, child . J
health; ‘aging. and health and b1ologloal- L
1nequa11ty G . . ot

"f;Research on prehistomc aud hrstonc oo |
skeletons - w1ll -~ algo- contrlbute fo e
understandmg the * evolution - of - ‘modern < |
" “Numerous modern

diseases. cvolved. along “with " humans, -

_adaptmg to. human populauons hvmg in
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- olose prox1m1ty 0 one another Recent: -
“advinces: in ‘the extractron of DNA' from -
 pathiogéns. founid on skeletons now make it ..
.. possible to study the. cogvolution” of many -
-~ diseases with humans. Important first steps -

.in"the research: agenda are io "describe the

. Tevolution of human health and to undetstand
S its change in response to varymg ecologlcal :
B '_env1ronments y

| ’Desplte w1despread 1nterest and the general

¢~ importance of-heath to- human change over. *
"+ . the past several 1000 years, relatively little is -

~ - known about the: subject Raw data on -
-;popuIatton size by age and on deaths by age

i are virtually unavailable prior -to the 19%.

C o century, - and consequently .. mvestlgators :
. Ccannof tabulate traditional ' measures of
~health; .such. as. llfe expectancy at blrth_

- Average height, a measure of health long "’

" known to human biologists and now familiar -
U to sorhe’ social ‘scientists, is- available in
- quantity from military muster rolls and other .
. sources as far back as.the 18" century, but.

- height data are’ very. sparse -for earlier ‘eras. -

- {Steckel, 1995). Thus, the story of extremely . -
S longnterm trends. in, health ‘canniot be told -
- using - traditional - ‘evidence: ot even using -
o newly-developed sources - of - 1nforrnation

| - such as a\rerage helght

f:j—,Thls book brlngs together 18 papers that"
7 study long-term trénds’ in health- in the

7 Western” Hem1sphere ernploylng evidence of -

-~ chromie disgase’  or
¢ measurable from skeletal . remains.
" Developéd -n: recent decades by physical .
. anthtopologists, these data are vinfamiliar to .

" . ~most-social-scientists, but they are likely to
. ‘bethe best smgle source available to scholars. -
co. - for measuiring and analyzmg exceptmnally,:'_'
'+ long-termtrends in health, - Therefore, the -
.o first. section of ‘the . ‘book - formulates - the:
o methodology, ‘and - remaining . sections
T examing apphcatlons to ‘Native Americans,

' Euro-Americans, and African-American

~.biolo glcal stress - -

o populatlons in North Amenca Mesoamenca, ,

and South Amenca

. The essays a‘re the culmination of over a - -
.decade of intense . interdigciplinary ‘activity |
.msplred by two ‘movements—the acceptance

- ~and ‘use by economists .and  hisforians of &
_measures. traditional ‘to hyman, brology and_]_" e

- physica] -anthropology - (espeolally average -

helght) and the study. of long-term. trends in

~health by “physical - anthropologists, ~ "Our. =
efforts depart from ‘and contribute to these -
movements. and . draw - attenfion to ' the
advantages of oollaboratlon H1stor1ans Lo
.. ‘economists, and other. social sc1entlsts galnf - e
.by. acquiting measures of health avajlable-to -
study “long-term -trends’ and differences n
" health. - Similarly, physrcal anthropologlsts IR
acquire. -a . frésh resérvoir: of - research - .-

- questions and methodologles that are beyond' IR
theif traditional, localized spheres of interest, -~ j
- It'is our hope“that all groups go: forward in -
: this collaboratron Wlth renewed energy and S
purpose R R

The essays take the work done by Mark o
“‘Cohen - and - George Armelagos “in -
Paleopathology at.the. Orzgm.s‘ of Agriculture -~
a3 their- starting: point. but: go beyond their-
{- -~ book in‘several impoitarit respects.-Flrst the .
“data - they,  assembled . were < not truly o
- comparable - because - contnbutors utilized -
vatying - coding - schemes  for “individual -
records, ‘Researchers included the frequency
wrof oomrnon variables (such as- degeneranve -
- joint dtsease, skeletal 1nfeet10ns, and linear: -
~enamet hypoplas1s), “but - the specrﬁc_ R
’..measures ‘were_not reported using the same . | :
“scale, - “which - -complicated  comparisons.-
“These essays’ utilize .a' common  data-" .
repoiting format.. -Second, ‘the size and -
_diversity in our data resources. by region,
- timie. per1od and ethnic group exceed that = - -
“studied: in, Cohen and Armelagos:  ~We "~
'-assemble over 12,500 observanons on"




: producmg essdys.

- ‘comparative study. .
_methodologres i the analysus “The" concept

.- of.a health index ‘and measures: of assessmg
_ . ineguality ‘in’ health- features promlnently in .-
. these methodologles
. questions asked when. using this type of data’ -
exceeds that-of Cohenand Armelagos Our .. -
issues. over a. broader -

o Agriculture.,
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1nd1v1duals who lived in. the Western R
. Hemisphere from before 4000 BC to the
- early. 1900s,- which ‘is. by far the largest

- comparable data set of this type ever created. - _
Third, our project explicitly and extenswely E

| ;1ncorporates 1nterdrsorphnary perspectives. -
. We do not claim this is necessarrly desirable -
(ihitself, but the book is mnovatwe in its
 collaborative -strategy - of using . physical
‘_'anthropologrsts hlstorrans and economists,

-who' jointly headed ‘most - research, teams

- work. “considers
" timespan “than - ‘that: cons1dered
- _Paleoparkology at ' the

“pre- Columbran health, the consequences’ of

7.+ cotact, and thie faes of Buro-Americans and _
_,-‘_“Afrlcan—Amerlcans up to the early 20th .
--;century P

- “The. ﬁrst paper in the methodolozy sectIOIl

- discusses - a - subject - fundamental to - ihe

- disease. Bones ar¢ hvmg tissue that respond
Cer adapt to b1ologrca1 stress, which may be
- caused by numerous persistent conditions -
 such as adeficient -diet, various infections
- .. that penetrate soft’ tissue; and:-arduous work \
.+ or physical effort.” With the “help’ of afew
P necessary photographs, Alan Goodman and
- Debra Martin ‘articulate  these 1nd1ca1:ors of..
“stress and disease, explarn ‘what they: mean _'
" issues of “their health. Authors' can also .-
"".:readlly attach . more - farmhar measures of
‘health ~to -the discussion, . which - helps -
_neweomers to thls worlc to. cahbrate the f

. and show how they rnay be mterpreted

| The paper on the health 1ndex by Rlchard '
_Steckel Paul Sclulll and Jerome Rose brings .

' reference population.
; Our.. approach broadens -
-+ the range of questlons typically asked when

- using ‘skeletal data to include - widespread
It also brings. new. -

j_ comparable across sites. - o
ranked, and their. placement within- the .~ ]
',Lrankrngs (by the index and its colnponents) S ’
‘becomes an Object of comparatwe study '

Fourth, ‘the range of

Orzgms f
We molude the dynamlcs of- -

several mnovatrons to the measurement of g

health using skeletal data. ‘First, attributes of -+
* health "such” as- stature, _
",degeneratlve joint drsease ar¢. scored by 7
- sevérity on-a scale of 10 (lowest) to- 100 .-
" (highest,
. impairment), -

mfectlons -and’

~indicates no. vrsrble
Second, ‘the. scores of each
atitibute are pooled by site, converted to age-"

specific . rates, and

whrch

mdexes for each attrrbute are “averaged to'
create- an overall ~ health " index. that- is." .
~ Sites " are’ then‘

‘_ ﬁRobert McCaa 5 essay tackles the d1fﬁcult L
sand thorny questton -of- est1mat1ng life tables -~ © . |
from- skeletal - data- on - deaths by - age.. -]
- Demographers learned long ago that the age .
-"drstrlbutron of "deaths.’is more- sensitive to .-
‘yariations 1n fertrhty rafes thait. variations in
fmortahty rates ,
- "about life expectancy is recoverable from the
age d1str1but10n of deaths if proper allowance: R
“lis made- R
© ¢ differences in fert111ty rates and for poss1ble SR

“Yet,. useful 1nformat1on]'

“for. possible " fluctuations -

o -—.blaSGS cdused by selective- migration, e.g. if | .|
.the age d1str1but10n of deaths is Studled 1n :

. "-'COl’lteXt e S

. ‘remaining papers .- indicators of skeletal - - T ' L
. The remalnlng papers are- organlzed by"'"
T_sectrons of “ethnic- and regional groupings.
.Each ' section  is - introduced” by a’ brief | .
discussion of results on - the ‘health index, - - -
Whlch raises questions for’ readers to consider
in perusing individual essays. - .
-Buro-Americans and - of Afr1can~Amerrcansr SR
- in’- North: America; are ‘ considered . first, - -

beoause ‘many readers are. famthar ‘with’
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_ adjusted’ by :the R
~ distribution of person- -years lived by age ina -~ "
Third, the’ resultmg_i S |

The healthof ~ |




. rankings  that
. - findings based. on  other approaches and .
. sources but-also challenge our methodologyj .
. and- preoonceptlons of health in relatlon to_ .
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‘VV'hN 'etrof":

meanmg of skeletal data The groups under i_: '
respect o

" “study - are diverse: ~with

L soeleeconemlc conditions, ranging at the top "‘-
- from the'middle and upper class in Belleville, - -

“ Ontario’ to southern’ plantatton slaves.” In
~between lie the free blacks ‘in the urban cast- -

and the frontier west, solchers, and those who' "

-~ died in Rochester’s-poorhouse, The health
emerge conﬁrm

L -’Socsal status

. central Mex1eo, ,

ConSIderable scholarly energy has been)}'.:
~devoted-to -cither formulating models "or
.'.explanauons of long-term ehanges i health, '
‘Although a. comprehenslve explanatlon has_"‘_
~‘been beyond anyone’s- reaoh various. factors .
.~ thought to have ‘been important have been
o identified,
_‘,.populatmn growth, technological change; and .-
* political evolution have atl-been suggested: as.
- active ingredients contrl‘outmg to changes in
. health..  While -it. would be’ 1nterestmg to-
1nVest1gate all such hypotheses with the data -
7 at our ¢6mmand; our ambitions are more
~ limited. ©~ We have acquired evrldence and 1

Subsistenee shlfts

.several ..
~ perspective for this purpose o
_the -chapter: on- “Patterns -of Health-in the . .
' ';Westem Hemlsphere and " the ooneluswns' B
. ‘appraise some hypotheses and draw attention- - -
S : : : : _fto various patterns in the skeletal ev1dence. -
S _'The remammg essays whlch comprlse about S
- .one half ‘of this volurne, consider the health .-
S -of Native: Ameneans in “Central Ametica,
.- South’ Amerlca, and. North Amerlca The.
.. papers’ o - Central Amerlca ekamine the
o .. biological stresses. endured :by: the declmmg*_-_
.. >Maya and the. pre-Hlspamc populations of
,, :The -older prehistoric
L populat1ons examtned i Ecuador and Brazil -
- lived-in: ecologleal enwronments that led to
-7 better hedlth.. The: North Ametican :groups
" under- study - werd: extraordinarily 'diverse, -
- living: under. hunter—gatherer or: agncultural .
' conditions ' and . ii pre- and post-contact: -
o+ petiods;- Thils,. some of the healthiest as well . -
- -as least ‘healthy: populattons in our database.
SR _were found among natwes m North Amerlea .

In- ep1logue, R
—anthropeloglsts ~and - Kistorians - Who are...
~ familjar with_ the : prOJect comment on .eur. -
. methods and results from'the perspective of - .

 their dlSClphneS ‘Although these short essays *. .
,.nught be: considered the, first rev1ews of the "
* "book, our ob_]ectwes are to initiate a dlalogue
“from whleh
_. --rextremely Iong-term ‘health ‘trends: may. IR
1mportant R

“climate, .

"developed new. methodologles that help,-
elucidate a serles of micro stories, wh1ch aré - -

- enhanced by our comparative perspeotlve
‘using. comparable data and the health index.. .-
‘Despite .our large database, we-feel that - -
_considerably more . diverse evidence would o
‘be required’ for’ adequate evaluatlon of- broad‘ o
~explanations. Eventually, we hope to acqulre

~data. and: a’ global
“Nevertheless,

considerably - more
physwal ;

prominent

all - soholars mterested

- “advance - this: fascmatmg and

1 researeh agenda ' -

F decades, bloarcheologlsts have
ﬁ'mtenslvely studzed skeletons

'Referencest ST

‘-Cohen Mark N and George J Armelagos, - :

" eds, Paleopathology at” the Origins’ of o
Agriculture New York. Academlo Pfess, .
1984, : .

o Pagelg

~their "
‘microenyironments  as: Icarned from bunal. "
 -artifacts and various features. of burial sites. .-

. While this type of work is essential for the ...~
‘objectives. of this volume, we anticipate this .~ -
“book will also ‘stimulate greater comparative .
study of skeletal remams in their. historical, "~
economic, ecological,: and. cultural contexts,

" In short, ‘we hope our collective efforts.lead -

to the ﬂewermg of macro-bwaroheology '




-Stecke'l,: " Richard - H |
. Standard “-of - meg,
~Economic- Lirerature 33 (1995) 1903-
1940 S

__ Steckel Richard H

“and  Their

B ECOf’tOmlC Hisrom) 58 (1998) 803 821

“Stattirez and the
Journal  of

“Strategi.c Ideas. -i_n the - .
. Rise of the New Anthropometric History.. -
Implicamons for .
Interdlsmphnary Research,” Journal of . -

UNDP Human Developmem Report New
York: - ‘United. . Nations ‘Development
_ Programme, 1990: Lo

S ASSA SGSSIO“S (Coﬂtmued from page 10) _' | :
-compllcated than the authors suggest, Zlhak

 also noted the paper ‘adds to' the growing list

f;of rescarch: that finds poor relief does result

. in-the’ incentive problems predlcted by
ol -"neoclasswai theory L .

- Last Myeong—Su Yun (Western Ontarlo)
E '_spoke on: ‘“Earmng Inequahty 111 Late" 19th Vo
= Century’ Amerlca and . Britain.” |
. micro-level- data from the 1890-91 Cost of -
. Living Survey to look at’ why wage

"_:Tmequahty was,: hlgher in the US than in

- ‘Britain, She applies Fields” Methodology to -
'examme the ‘data and -finds. skill, Andystry, ..
~and unions to: be. the most 1mportant factors -
.- in explaining wage differences.

also.. found lnequallty due  to
Robert Margo
. “(Vanderbilty wanted Yun to apply the Juhn-,'_ _
* Mutphy-Pierce -
- alteinative tool; ‘which he expected. would
7 find mequahty due. to the. wage. structure.
proposedg-
~ method places too great a focus ‘on variance, ..
" Clark wondered if any adjustments had been’
v made for. the' larger skill gap in the US, and

- Yun responded 'that “such an adjustmcnt_ _

. redices but does’ not elimmate the Wage gap o

. Shrft ‘share
L -analys1s
. differénces wrthln groups

Decomposrtmn

 Yun ' explained that Margo’s

"'between countrres

" n. lhe second Frlday sesswn

_“Rlsmg Wage Dispersion
- Manufacturing, 1850 to 1§60,” in which they.
“use census data.to study wage dispersion in
"+ manufacturing establishments. . .
" _document an- increase in Wage dlspersmni R
3 durmg th1s penod and attrrbute it to mcreased c
-concentration  of employment in -
j_estabhshments
in large establrshments wete less skllled than'
: 'warkers in small estabhshments St

She .uses -

"Historical
“‘Evolutron of U.S. Labor Markets," Jeremy -

‘,"Ataek (Vanderbllt) Fred Bateman (Georgla) IR I

and Raobert: Margo presented. their work: on

“The. authors .-

They conclude that-workers -

Next Joe Feme (Northwestern) dlscussed Sl
" "“The Poor and the Dead: Socieeconomic ~ '
" Status, Location, and Mortality in-the U.8,,. = ..
. 1850-1860,7
‘schedules and’ census data to examlne the

Where ~he: uses mortality "

relat10nsh1p ‘between socioeconomlc status -

" and mortahty ‘Ferrie finds a strong ﬂegatlvg R

as. an - relationship between occupational status and

mortality in 1860 but a: weaker - statistical

- relationship between occupatlonal status and | c
I mortallty in 1850. . The results indicate that-

changés in the d1str1but10n of wealth, even in g

--a-largely ‘agricultural society, may lead to ' -
- significant changes in mortallty rates and hfe .
ﬁ'lexpectancy - :

s In thelr paper entitled, “Long Run Patterns of -
" Migration in’ ‘the - United States, " Joshua -
'~ Rosenbloom
' Sundstrom (UC Santa Clara)

and - William
myestiga-té:

(Kansas)
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trends in 1ntcrstatc mlgratlon in thc Unlted: B
States using IPUMS for the period. between .
‘The.~authors’.use an
r1ndxv1dua1 and famﬂy-sbascd measure. Of
migration to- identify a 'U-shaped trend. The .
results of their analysis show that migration °
.- " reached its lowest level in- 1900 and rose
PR stcadﬂy unt11 1970. Co

the first Saturday ‘session, "The'

Development of Financial - Matkets -and

© Institutions,” Farley = Grubb’ (Delaware)
; (_-prcsentcd “Creating the U.S. Dollar Currency
Union, 1760-1811: A Quest for Monetary
" Stability or a Grab for Sovereignty?” Grubb
" challenges the notion that the United States. -
_ created. 4. dollar currency ‘ysion to- reduce -
. monetary instability and promote ‘economic
- growth. In addition, he arguesthat. the US .
*." dollar ' currency ‘zone was desngned to .
: _enhance the. power and wealth -of mierchant -
‘pankers.”  Grubb - produces = evidence - that -
members - of - the. Constltutlonal Convention -
were- closely connected to. the Bapk of North -
America, a ﬁnanclal institution whose bank '

" notes “competed: with- state issued cutrency,
© Moreover, Grubb finds: that financial -traders

- -preferred state issued money over ‘bank hotes.

s a medium of exchange, and shows' that
L after the ‘ban of state. fiat - currency by the -
o 'Constltunon the rate of return. on’ Bank of -
. North - America. stock | increased to . over
"~ 300%. - Furthermote, he provides evidence-
that price and exchange rate volatility was
~significantly higher for the US dollar than '
‘._thn statcs 1ssucd their own. currency

'cht Gcrardo dclla Paolera (Unlvcrsldada_

" Toreuato Di Tella and Hoover. Institution) -

- and -Alan’ Taylor * (UC-Davis) - presented . -

. “Intérnal Versus Btornal Convertibility and -
7 Developing- -Country - Financial  Crises:

"+ .Lessons from the Argentine Bank Bailout of -

~the 1930s.”  The authors consider whether

the goals, of external convertibility (fixed

exchange rate) and 1nternal convertlblhty @

in North™ Carolina - counties. - _
~ should - provide a more, comprehcnﬁlvc-'-"-'
- picture of the transformation of the building. .
- and loan industry into -the- mcdern day :
'sa\nngs and loan assoclatlons '

working fractlonal-rcscrve bankmg systcm)'
can be -met - s1multaneously They use -

. -Argentina’s expetience during the 1920s and "

1930s as g test case and argue that the return

* of the country to convertibility in. 1928 was
unsustamable because of ‘a weak bankmg

systen. The .~ state bank assisted |

© - resumption by issuing rédiscounts to- prlvatc SR
- ‘banks.  When the  state bank “‘became . 9
[1ns01vent monctary authorltles resorted to
Argentma ultlmatcly o

the " printifig - press. -

-abandoned ~ the currency. board -“and
" established a central bank in 1935 without a TR
commitment to external. convcrt1b1l1ty The .

authors -argue that these actions resulted in . -

pamful long-run consequences for- 1ong—run1

"__prlce stability- and the ﬁnanc1a1 scctor 11'1 o

Argcntma o

S In thc1r paper, “Thr1fts and the Dcpressmn mc
" Notth" Carolina, 1927- 1940,” Ken Snowden -
~.and Joshua James (both. UNC*Grecnsboro)_
examire  the - performance of building and .-
1oan . associations durmg the - Great .
. Depression in Notth Carohna Spccxﬁcally,, R
- they assess the benefits of patticipation.in the -~ [
" new federal system among: ‘the surviving .
building. and loan associations in the state

and find that federal institutions, such &s: the -

_ Federal Home Loan Board; were sighificant:
‘deterrinants of building and loan association.

. growth in the post- 1935 period. “The authors:" -
~claim, however, that. fedéral support doesmot- -

explain which buildirig. and loan associations

‘recovcred most - rapldly from' the Great
- Depression. Snowden and. James intend to,

expand the #nalysis 10 mcludc astudy of the

- impact.of federal programs on county level -

bulldlng and loan association lending. shares

Marc Weldenmmr (Claremont McKcnna) |
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. presented the final paper of the sess1on ?

. “Understanding the Costs of Sovere1gn_\_
-+ Default: The Case of the Confederate States . .

- of America,” in: which he argues that the

"-"_Confederate States- issued: colton bonds " for

“ . political eonSIderanons rather than to smooth *

‘Weidenmier
~ “ Contends that” the Confederate government
" believed that the war bonds provided eithera
o "ﬁnanc1a1 incentive for: England .to- either
©., intervene-or” give m111tary support.: Several
* Members of Parliament, in addition to one
- member of the British. cabinet, owned shares
|~ in’the Southern security. valued at ‘par in
. excess of " 1000 --pounds “sterling.
T.-,-"‘Nevertheless, his - results .indicate that the
.~ financial incentive failed to entice Britain as
" the -cotton 'bond “lobby . failed  to: secure .
' recogmtlon of the Southern Confederacy 1n :

o ,.'Parhament .

taxes and - consumption, .

- Howard Bodenhorn (Lafayette College)‘f :
.. began the last Saturday session, "Historical .
-t . Evolution.and Growth of Markets," with'a- =
"~ presentation of “Organizational Choice in the
- Old South.” Bodenhorn uses data from' 1500 -

firms in- eight southern US cities in 1860 to-

"+ -examine 'why ‘wholesale ‘merchants were
" much more likely to organize as partrerships .
- {65%: of thé time) than professionals (10% of .~
Bodenhorn describes ‘two -
' ;-dlmensmns “that determme organrzatlonal,
orgamzatlonal -structure - that
. ranges from direction- to dlscretlon and .
' transaction type that ranges ‘from spot market
| to long-térm’ contractual relationships. ~He

- -asserts “that. while egalitarian partnershlps; S
Ak (such as: wholesalers) fit into the discretion/
" longterm contract * quadrant, - independent -

* “'coniractors = (such’ as- doctors “of other -
- . professionals) . fit - into the’ dlscretlon/spot .
- market category. Moreover, the results show
" that - since doctors “of the time did not" .
L _speelahze, a partnershlp increased the tisk of
" “poor: reputationi by making the reputation of
‘ each doctor dependent upon the reputatlon of .

"every member “of the firm. Grubb G
_oommented that partnerships in Wholesalmg o
‘may have been important because it was.
“’necessary. to' have someone ‘at- both ends,
- Grubb also asked about the impact of family ~ ~ * .
relationships of partners'in firms on the cost. =~ |
“of monitoring, . -Members of the audience . -
meritioned  the rolé of - debt ‘in. ‘making
partnerships appeahng to’ wholesalers, since.
- banks would be more willing . to lend ‘to :
* parinerships, - Bodenhorn added - that debt o
also served as-'a. bondmg mechamsm in
Ipartnersh1ps A : S

‘ Next TRich’ Sleotte (Unlverlsty of Calgary)
" “presefited-a paper written with George Deltas -
(Illinois) and Péter - Tomeza - (Michigan)- - s
entitled, - “Collusion  in - Trans-Atlantic =~ "
'Passenger ‘Shipping - 18994911” < They . = .-
- examine. the - effect  of collusion in- oeean'..
- shipping on . the  volume and. volatility. of - =
--migration. ﬂows _maintajning that Volatlhty DR
of -migration, . is~ of - -special .interest since . ol
: —ShlppeI'S tried to. Justlfy collusion on the basls'-_. SR
~of stablllzmg ‘traffic  flows. o incréase ..
- efficiency. - Their results indicate that. cartél: .=~
‘agfeements ‘actually increased the volatlhty-, Lo
of migration while reducing mlgratlon up to e
25% undef: pooling  arrangements. Lance .
Davis. (CalTech) praised the thoroughness of | .
. the: analysis and asked- about three: partlcular; L
" cases of firm interaction; no cartel, collusioti; - - -
“and poolmg “He proposed that . the .authors =
" ‘measure . the effect of collusion on the US - =
~. population “while. aud1ence members wete
~eurious  ‘abouf ' data on "rafes. : Slcotte."", A
explained.  that posted ‘rates. were. mot |-,
reflective . of -~ true tates . and - transaetlons:: RN
g records do- not exist, leaving only testxmomal ERERR R |
ev1dence from ant1trust cases. ‘ s

‘The sessmn concluded w1th “Economlc‘ '
‘Growth. inthe European Per1phery 1870- .
: 71914” by James ' Foreman:Peck ~(H M-
. Treasury, London) with Pedro’ Lalns (cs, o !
3 L1sbon) The authors seek to explam the. . - ‘il
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~ slow pace’ “of ‘edonemic growth in the low—-
income- perrphery of Europe As possible -

. -,proxrmate explanations for slow growth, they

examing fiscal responsibility (adherence toa -
" monetary ‘standard), openness (tariff rates),

“human capital (1111teracy rates), infrastructure '

. (rallways), natura} - resources’ (eoal), and" a

. catch-up® facfor based. on British income.

* . Their regression results show that if literacy
~rates had been the same as.in- “Western -

~' "Europe, GDP for the low-income countrigs .

. would have been 50% higher. Yoreman-Peck .

" finished” with an explanatton “of " GNP -

“dispersion based on. a cycle. of nuptlaltty -

- . patierns. affecting birth rates and’ ‘{lliteracy. .-
* - In response, Peter Lindert (UC-Davrs) noted
that the US: does not fit, the high fertility/low -

human- capital - description’ - presented - by

o In the Sunday sessmn "Instltutmnal Bases_ ‘
-+ for the Modern. Economic World," Clff
- Bekar (Lewis. and Clark) ‘talked about his..
. paper written wrth Clyde Reed (Sinon Fraser

: Umversrty)
Debate Over Open Flelds,” “the authors
- gxaming:- three alternative explanatlons of
- how peasants 1nsured againgt ‘consurnption”
* risk: ‘scattering, storage;, and pooling. | ‘They .
- use” parameters from McCloskey s paper;
~ which argues that. scattermg was a form of
© 7 insurance, to sec if it was indeed-an-efficient. - -

o ';-_':msurance mechamsm compared to - storage :

and pooling’ altematlves - They find “that_

- storage and: poolmg were: both much cheaper.‘

. ways .of “insuring agdinst ‘a corsumption .
. disaster: Bekar then suggested an altematrvel '
- explanation for- the persistence. of - scatteting.
" as part of an insurance system that utilized
. “smart” pooling and. savmg through ‘land. =

- “Scattering served as a theans of momtormg )
o . mitigate ~ moral " hazard in  pooling

‘ '*arrangements o
o .__created 11qu1d1ty m the land market to allow »

““Toward . Resolving the

Pirthermore, . scattering

for- savmg through “land - acquisition.-
Discussant Gary: Rlchardson (UC-Irvine)
" stated that poohng and- storage were not'as -
- infrequent :as.. the ~paper claims and “that -

markets at that time have been found to be

" denser. He also-made a casg that the model .
~ could - be - solved algebrarcally mstead o{‘..,.'. -
. relymg on 81mu1at1on o

B Next Avner Grlef (Stanford) drscussed On a
_the History of the Institutional Foundations
. of Impersonal Exchange: From Commimal to - S
'_Ind1v1dual Respons1b111ty in Pre-Modern ' ..
" Europe.” - Grtef challenges both the belief .
- that’ prernodern Europe had no institutions.to.’ -
‘facilitate - impersonal - exchange ‘and ' the
‘conterition - that - legal institutions ‘aré -a’
“necessary: condition- for a imarket gcopomy. .
©Foreman-Peck. He suggested an alternative " “Furthermore, he conterids that in the absence CORTI
" estimation’ procedure  fhat incorporates '

o ~ ‘of va_ strong: central authority ta- enforce - P
- polrtlcal rrghts as a. determrnant of 1111teraoy |

~ contracts, communities "of fraders developed L
. formal and informal coitract enforcenient
- institutions’ that -Grief calls a community"
responsrhrhty _system... (CRS) Usmg_
_anecdotal - evidence dating. back 012900

century Genoa, . Grief shows that the CRS. . .
- was enforced. prlmarrly through conﬁscatron'ﬁ. SR

. of property from community members. and
~tefusal to trade. : ‘One drawback of CRSwas < .
- that it created moral hazard since lenders d1d Pl
. not have an incentive to. evaluate the credit -
‘risk of individual borrowers, By.the late 13"

" century,-CRS declmed in favor of individual . -

'respons1b1lrty Eugene ‘White' - (Rutgers)- g

- requested 8 more . systematic - empirical .
* framework and commented-that a timeline of L
" court cases might.” better show  the =~
. .development. from CRS .
“responsibility. . He ‘also wondered if: there -
was evidence of CRS at. other: times or other'.__ _—

y places such as anorent Rome or Asm

mdrvtdual

© Last, Jean—Laurent Rosenthal (UCLA)' o
‘presented” a paper wrrtten with Philip Ty,
Hoffman (Cal Tech) and Gilles Postel-Vinay: .
B (INRA LEA EHESS) “Intermedratron and-
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o '(Stratford) The

.7 conference - in'-

g _'"results

- Soring 2001 Volyme 16 Number1 -

L the Development of F1nane1al Markets
* Bvidence: from Franc_e " 1807-1840," : Th_e':

. authors” use ‘data on motarized loans: from
- - ssurveys of French towns between 1740 and -
~ 1899 1o examine the consequences’ of ‘the

" French Revolution on ﬁnanelal markets. The -
L Revolution - -
* - dramatically - ehanged financial markets.: -

. Specnfically, long-term debt, which had been:

- on the rise; was eliminated due to mflatlon -

o .-,Instxtutlonal deveIOpment led to a dlvergence :
. in financial markets in northern and southein -

- France, In the North, 80%of contracts were: *
10U’s “with ‘long. ‘maturitics, whereas in*. -
. * Southern France credit was more varied with
~..~shortér maturities due to’ lack of banks.
_ ! Whlte
mstltutlonal changes such as usury law, Ioan_--'

‘indicate  that.  the -

;inquired. - about ‘the -impact - of

registration,
- banking: Moreover, hie asked if the Freneh

. bank was a solution for the Jack of morigage = .

.. funds. -or the creation "of -a morigage
_monopoly.  He suggested that ‘the authors
~calculate the aggregate somal value of loan'- |

‘reglstratlon : :

“'some ; light . snacks, -

- amnual
o September

*and barring'; notariés from"

Tt was it all work and no play for Choms, ORI

j-'gathered in the party headquarters city” A

- cocktail party swas held on Saturday night at = .
‘which cliometricians and friends gathered for -~

“free- beer, and great S
conversation. The Cliometrics: Society. will = -

‘convenc ‘again in -Tucson in May. The' .

- Economic History Assoc1at10n will hold their L _
m Phlladelphla next T

meetmgs

T

Canadian Network of Economlc Hlstorians Conference Report
By Pamek Coe, Umversxty of Calgary, and Ian Keay, Queen s Umvers1ty

year’s -

: f,'-Orgamzers, Angela Redish- (Umvers1ty of

.. British - ‘Columbia) -
. (Colorado), arranged nme formal sessions, a,
. ~dissertation . forum,
+. - addresses, .
- weather and
o theatergoers exper,lencmg ‘one of the final
- weekends: of the
o ,Shakespearean Festlval

and Ann

_and two  keynote
Partlcipants enJoyed

s _'.VLIn the ﬁrst $ession, "‘Pohcy Makmg na
¢ Global Bnvironment,” Lee Alston (Illinois) -
. fpresented Joint work with Randal Rucker .
“(Montana  State Unlver31ty-Bozeman) and

- Matc. Weidenmier (Claremiont . McKenna) .
**The authors compare land values in southern -
Manitoba and northern North Dakota. and -

. Canadlan Network of -
© . Econémic Hlstonans held. its . 22 annual. . -
S " the picturesque town of
/7 Stratford, Ontarlo October 20-22,-2000.- The

" theme” of this "

* “(jlobalization: The Lessons: Frori Hlstory e

‘rélative

wheat in- the us;:
conference was-.

Carlos .

sunny' A
“town . biizzing - with
famed Stratford

St e 7 Michael

* find that there were no s1gn1ﬁeant ehanges int el
followmg the = . -
‘:imtroduotlon of bmdmg price’ supports for i
They -argue " that- thef e
American price support system was unable'to”
- raise US, fand values - relative 'to. Canadian: =~ -
“.- land, values because. the. system rewarded <
- rigidity ‘in - favor of wheat. |
{Queen's Unwersﬂy) suggested that  the i i
- absence of changes in relative land values.
. cofncident with the US price support policy *
‘might have ‘been’ due 'to 'a - simultaneous.,
-reduction  in, ‘Canadian " tariffs on capital. .
goods, whmh boosted Canad1an land. values. R
, “asked “why .
: ‘1d1osyncrat1o finaneial crises did not show up} R
'Lew1s (Queens Unlversu:y) thought that;
“‘there was a - parallel between US wheat .
farmers and Canadian dalry farmers, because. .
.- binding quota’ system§ in- both mdustnes T
undermined the ability of farmers to exploit =0
all avallable retums to scale

land” prloes

Alan ‘Green.

‘Bordo (Rutgers)

as changes .in relative land values..

Comen
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. In "Leglslatwe Shocks t0 the US—Cu‘oanf,”‘-_'
- " Sugar Trade: ‘The - Seismic . Information in -
" ‘Stock Prices," Richard Sicotte (Uiversity of =
CY Calgary) and Alan Dye (Bamard) study share
“_prices of Cuban sugar mills traded on US
~ stoek exchanges between World War I and

the' Cuban Revolution: ‘They find that the

. -':‘_'--reductlon in Ciba’s share of the US sugar .

‘ quota in 1956 marked a substanual decrease

... in forecast relative eatnings- and an increase’
© .- in forecast, stock velatility. . Knick Harley
o _(Umver51ty of Western Ontarlo) contended- -
* . that the increase -in the share prices of the:
. Cuban mills during a period. of increased

- volatility and falling quota share indicated -
. that other -factors, in addition fo policy.”
" changes, affected the global sugar market. -
- - Stuart Wilson (University of Regina) asked . -
- "about the degree to which lobbylng efforts of ..
"+ American owners of Cuban. sugar reﬁnerles
L '-:'1nfluenced Us pohcy E S

o "*'.In sessron twe ent1t1ed “The Great -
"+ Depression,” . Chis. - “Hanes - (Mississippi)
. . discussed his work on the 1930s US 11qu1d1ty_‘ -
. trap, which quesnons “the: trad1t1ona1 view. -
- .. ‘that a liquidity trap binds long-term intérest
.t rates-once overnight rates reach zero. Hanes S
presented ‘a ‘model in which. banks holdf"_"-f.fPatrlck Coe (Unwersny of Calgary) ﬁntshed :
;. réserves in; ‘order to.avoid interest rate risk,
His results show that a hlgher reserve supply;_
can lower long-term rates without a change
~ in_expectations of “future ‘overnight- rates. o
- Ron- ~Shearer - (University * of ‘British
Pl -Columbla) asked if resérve “and capital .
e '_;_j'-accounts ~were. decided | at thé ~ same -
"+ frequency, and Bordo, Alston ‘and Harley
- wondered why banks . held ‘excess teserves i
- following the 1ntroduct1on of federal depos1t -
- 7_'1nsurance : S -

,,Pterre S1klos (Wllfred Laurler Unlversny)-_ -
o concluded , this. session with a Study of the
" factors - that' contributed to - the Great -
A ﬁDepressmn in"the United States and Canada.

S1klos talked about the usual suSpects and_

o dlstrlbutlon
B httle movement

‘distribution - range.

determlned that there is no smokmg gun, in o
-other words, no single cause of the ‘Great -

Depresswn Alan - Taylor (UC- Dav1s))
inquired- whether ‘the - different - exposure to

. commodity markets might explain, via. gold -
" flows, the: dlfferenees in the timing of the fall
Clin money stock across countries. Alston was
~curious ‘whether there were dny institutional -
* changes in Canada that were similar to those .~ '

seen wrth the New Deal in the Uruted States o

_Kmek Harley began the third session w1th g
‘paper, that rev1ewed O’Rouke -~ and
',Wllhamson s book  ‘on’ late 19“‘-century L
convergence. ‘Harley. challenges the “aura of .~
cettainty”” in the conclusions ‘of a work based - -
on - the. premises . of ‘specific modelmg o
techniques,. assurnptlons -and- data sources ST
Moreover, Harley notes that there were many ~~ ©
. important Guestions - that -O’Rouke - and:
‘Williamson* failed ‘o ask. - S
* (University of Guelph) added that the - focus. I
_should be on economic - regions, ‘not . T
“necessarily nation states; - Michael. Twomey -~ .
: (Mtchlgan~Doarborn) stressed- that there are - .
some nations, including Canada, Wthh do o
'not ﬁt the O Rouke/Wﬂhamson v1ew

_and” Un1vers1ty of " Bast Angha) on the
".convergence of real wages. in the 20"
‘century. - The ‘authors “use non-parametric
analysis. ‘fo- estimate the probability - that .
" nations-move within a real wage distribution " .
over. a- given period of COnvergerce. The L
results show: that from: 1870-1912 there was' - ¢ ..
‘movement. toward the center of the real wage - L
From 1912 1950, there was- L0 -
After 1950, “the only S
movement - was. toward the top~ of the -
Taylor noted-. that. the . .
‘commodity bundles in ‘the PPP measures -
~used by. ‘Williarhson in his real wage series "-:
were not adjusted annually, and the changes

i Page 24
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in the bundles of" commodltles used in the-'__
- .. relative price figures. coincide closely- W1th,
0 the break points chosen by Coe and Wakerly -
~Marilyn: " Gerriets . (St. . Francis Xavier -
‘University) thought that changes in the
_ pos1t10n of a nation in: the distribution could -
. be aresult of a one~t1rne Shock resulting.in'a - -
: d1scont1nu1ty or a resilt of a long—term,
L -convergence trend in the growth path of the -
'_""nauon R , '

Session four; - “20th Century R
- _Industrlahzatlon i began witha paper by lan
-Keay (Queens Umvers1ty) on economies of
. scale among manufacturing firms durmg the ©. -
_20M century. Keay. finds that Canadian firms- -
Co typmally had hlgher average costs and Jower
.~ output than their American counterparts. He -
s 'argues that although Canadian firms operated
. on the increasing, ‘returns ‘portion of  their
- longvrun average Cost. function, substantial 7
 reductions - in " theii- average costs requlredi_f‘
- implausibly large increases in output. Hanes .
-+ wondered why firms did not merge if scale i -~
- .Canada was subopt1ma1
"o (University - ‘of - Calgary) asked' wliether
.- differences in “the” vinfage - of _capital "
. equipment were reﬂected i the scale B
BRI "econonues : :

o ._In the ﬁnal paper ot’ the day, M1ehae1-
}Twomey conterided 'that while the Canadxan;
.- “experience is consistent with thé investment . 3
L development path dating ‘the: phases of- the_”v
" path depends on ‘which' variable is used to -
" deflate foreign direct investment. ‘Taylor was . 1
“curious how Twomey addressed adjustments
~ for capital gains, losses, and -depreciation.
- Almos - Tassonyi  (Ontatio- "Ministry = of -.

" "Finance) ~commniented that - Twomey “had"

, n"suceessfully traced the pattem of investment - o ' ' ot

7.+ but'wanted him to focus more on explaining " In the second session, Michael Huberman:,‘ B

. the pattern. "In particular, Tassonyl felt that

. Twomey ~ should ~ focus . ‘en automobile -
- investment in the 1960s. © IR

"Herb. Emery:

"'The seeond clay began w1th a session on
m1grat1,on where Kris: Inwood and Jim Irwin -
,Z(Central Michigan) spoke on their research

on: the reg1onal effects “of Canadian

' emigration’ in. the ‘late’, 19 ‘cenitury. - The- :
" authors explam that em1grat1on rates from

- Hastern- Canada to the - (higher mcome)
Unifed States -were what ohe m1ght expect - -
- given: the variations in" income and. work " |

o opportun1t1es across the Canadian- regions. T
- They further assert that the lower rates of = . -
_emlgrauon frorn Quebec occurred as a résult e

- of continued growth in Moritreal dnd Tower . _
'11teracy levels. Harley wanted to know -
whether” it would be ‘useful ‘to. undertake'”

. similar . empirical work - for the US'‘to .~
" determine whether Canada was still part-of .~ - -
-the” North Amemcan story. or.strictly. -

- 3-'-.,-Canad1an -story. M1ehae1 Huberman = =~ . i
. (University of Montreal) asked whether ‘the .~ - -]
.authors were. able. 1o distinguish between; _ :
"pennanent and transnory m1grat1on e

‘-Next Byron Lew (Trent Umvers1ty) "

" discussed  his work on~US quotas :and -

*-m1grat10n to Canada m the 19203 Lew uses

-an augmented gravity model to argue: that” -

following the introduction “of - quotas n the ‘.

. United States in the 1920¢, more immigrants .-
~ preferted Canada to the US s a destination, . -

-He stresses, however ‘that Canada was only * "=+

' -erelatwely DOt Opén - 40 northwestern

' Europeans- and_ those planining to farm_ the o

west. . Redish- suggested : the use of panel7

- estimation methods to includé the classof the
‘migrant as an’ indépendent- varlable,  Mary’ . -

"~ MacKinnon (McGill Un1vers1ty) stresSed the . -

. importance of other factors sich’ as the size. ~

of the' reeelvmg commumty, mother tongue

and ollmate

. talked ‘about his paper written with Denise’ . ..
aYoung on the . success: of. Canadian labor .

.. unions duringthe interwar years.  They
i'dlscuss the role played by the CIO in the;
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' Canadlan unions. -

4 model”

" egconomiic:

_ ":arrangements for soldiers . and ‘indentured

. '-‘Iservants or the presence of the “filles du roi™.

“had an’ impact on . the matching “problem -

. Inwood wanted. to

. know-if women born-into nobility. lost their

" high status if they married outside of their - .

- " ¢lass, - Getricts noted that the desire” of meti’

© 7 to marry, younger- womet mlght have been .

1ndependent of the1r des1re to pass on thelr" L
) 'ﬂ'_genes T I

" _the 18t

L -prlces

L]e Ngmggggr gf Ihe Cli'gmg;dc §ggi tv

- Snn‘nz{2001 Vofume 16N;gmber1 .

o decline. and subsequent rev1tahzation of-

_They. find that as union -

-densuy grew durmg the late’ 20s and.30s, -

- strikes became shorter and more violent and
the démands of workers were more: likely to

~about -
- parallels between the Canadian experience

. and the’ American situation and suggested the. -

" be “met; - Weidenmier wondered

_ ,authors ¢onsider changes in the share prices

Coof firms involved in thestrikes. Hanes stated -

. that changes'in aggregate supply in'the- 30s

" ‘were._due partly to-strike activity. - Lewis -

~asked if the availability of replacément

o ‘workers- rmght have reduced the number of
B Strlkes L : :

,_,’",_‘:."Gllhan Hamﬂton (Un1versrty of Toronto)_‘-'}
o }‘_‘presented Jjoint - work “with Aloys1us Siow - *
-~ entitled, “Class, Gender, and’ Marriage.” ‘She -

- presented a-series of styhzed facts that can be’

- 'inferred from the life histoties of Québecois
“ - ~colonists duringthe 17" and 18" centuries .
- and explainod that she and Siow constructed -
of . the - marrrage market. that .
" inéorporates all-of thém. * Huberman and
- *Emery - inqurred “whethet - changes in the . g
' 1nst1tut10na1']

env1rcnment

" faced by the colomsts

- In the dlssertatron forum, four graduate
- “students  related their. research. . Catherine -
. Douglas (Un1vers1ty of ‘British Columbla) .
L :'_reported that Scottish enclosures af the end of
century: increased rent -per “acre, -
L -wages, and TFP; but did not increase: output‘ -
| - Botia Karakacili - (University of -
Toronto) clarmed that evrdence drawn ﬁ‘om

gains;-

manorral account books md;cates that Br1tlsh

- land . and o
agr1cultural sector was roughly ¢ constant from = .
1350-1800. * Alvaro Periera (Simon Fraser « '~
-University) argucd that the slow- imovement -

Jlabour . productivity. - in the |

into_factory production-in Britain dunng the
late ‘18" and- carly 19® centuries, indicates °

- that " factory productlon was only shghtlyﬂ

more efficient than the putting out: system.

g And Craig Desharna1s (University i of Brltlsh L
. Colimbia) contended that the Pacific Halibut -~

Commission . successfully restr1cted effort,

‘while" maximizihg . employment . although - -
‘possibly at the cost of 1ncreasmg the r1sk of
: stock extmctlon : o

-Douglas McCalla (Trent Un1ver31ty) cha1red
" the final sesgion” of . the" day; which began S
with Stuart Wilson’s paper on the effects of - -
“financial mtermedratron on- Canadlan savings.
from, - 1870-1913; Wilson: - professes that
developments it the financial sector occurred .
 primarily in commercial banks, Which tended ~ -
to pr0v1de short- term rather than Jong-term - ..
“apital, e
rowth in sayings was drlven by producnwty c T
‘To support his argumient, Wilson~ = -
o presented Granger causality tests that suggest'r O
"causalrty from income growth to- savings .ol
“-growth, . Keay nioted the c1rcular1ty between .
" productivity  growth, income . growth, -and. .
capital accumulation and asked which came = -

Wllson s results  reflect that “the

first, Hanes wondered whether the growth in

“bank assets reﬂected hrgher savmgs or hlgher. “ B
':moneydemand : IR e Dy

IR

B I the seeond paper of the sessmn Chrls e
*Minns (McGill University) talked about his.
~ ‘work ‘on labér market opportumues forthe - - -
- sons of US immigrants.
that - there was' little difference between the = - .
" labor market performance of ‘the sons of -~
. immigrants and’ the .sons  of native-born'
“Americans between” 1910 and 1920 Minns -
- argues' that the similarity may be explained

- His. results show -

by hlgher levels of upward mobrlrty for the B
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sons - of rmrmgrants Ernery reasoned that i
immigrant families were ‘more likely o be -
. mu1t1p1e earner families, they would be more.

_ _able to help thejr ohildren accumulate human -

- capital,  Bordo was -curious whether the
" timing. of fhe. sample ‘was important - did- |

~ WWI contribute to" -immigrant - offsprlng o
' ?._Iearmng to become Amerlcans more qureldy?;_ :

o A bit of controversy SW1rled around Sunday
morning’s. diseussion. -Herb Emery spoke on
~ " his study of real wages for three occupations
i 13 Canadian cities from 1901-1950: " He -
 used: an ‘etror correction model to illystrate
.~ the ‘presence. of a low equlllbrrum wage
- differential between Toronto and-the western -
- citiesand "a - inuch higher ' equilibrium
L d1fferent1al between Toronto and the eastern
,"c1t1es The result raised- a: few cyebrows. -
S Furthermore Emery reported that at the turn - .
ot the century, -despite - the “pattern - of -
U m1grat1on Toronto was Canada’s ‘high wage
- tegion.’ ‘Shearer asked if wages earned by’ -
.. building  tradesmen - ¢could- be considered -
" representative of Canadian . ‘labor markets, "
" Bennoit - Papillion (Umversne de Québec 3
~ Trois.. Rlvleres) questroned ‘whether- - the
..model - could- distinguish * between - forces -
L determmmg the * flow ‘of labor, . such -as .
. productivity = differences,” and forces.
- determirning - the stock. -of “labor, such .a§
~ migration costs.- Lewis speculated that there
" could be quahty drfferences bétween Toronto. -
- and western workers, because. urban workets
. in the west may haVe been' failed farmers or
. falled urban workers from Toronto -

Next Alan, Green and Mary MacKmnon-.
- talked about research”on schooling rates in
. .Toronto and Wlnnlpeg 1n 1901. They find -

o ;that childrén under the age of 15 in Wmmpeg".-
" wefe much more’ likely to attend school than -

- children in Toronto.’ According to the
= authots, the dlfference suggests that families
7 in Wlnmpeg could afford to forgo the wages'

~ of their children.  Their result's whwh_ :

| .combme data on’ schoohng with data on - -

- ‘relative nomingl incomes; contradict Bmery’s - -

~-conclusion. Lew, however, reminded Green. .

. and MacKinnon of their carlier work in

. which they claim-that: assimilation rates.arfe 7

" low for-the foreign barn in the 1901 census.. . .

He wondered  if this: was . because - British -

; Imnngrants stayed in s¢hool longer than non-

* . British- immigrants. Carlos also questroned' A

"'the concfusion that high schooling rates were -
necessarily associated with high wages. She *
thought that “very low. wages for workers

- without a formal educatron are eonmstent A

: »w1th. h1gh returns, to staylng 1n. school ' =

Ron Shearer addressed hls work on Brmsh- S
~banks in San Francisco during the 1860s and -

“- 70s'in'the final session of the eonference He, -

- highlights the mﬂuence on British banks by - _
“push factors-(such'as new bankmg p011c1es in .o
Britain- that allowed for limited: Hability in .~
-ovetseas; bankmg) and pull factors (such as - .

San" Franeisco’s maintenance of the. Gold..r-‘.f_; :
: Standard during -the Greenbaek era). Much oo
- of the:discussion centered on the large spread'-= IS
. between  short-term interest rates  in Sap o
. Francisco and those in New York. : ‘Redish .
‘asked why New York banks were not taking
advantage of these high rafes on the West

Coast, ‘and “Weidenmier wondered if” New -
'_York Tates were: controlled durmg the Civil ol
< wat; Harley was . curious -whether these. . i
. banks were  traditional 1ntermed1ar1es or ...

3 agents of other 1nst1tut10ns

‘ ‘As the ﬁnal sessron drew to a close R

- conference -, participants . thanked Angela'f'
_';'.-._.,Redish And -Ann’. Carlos - for - a finely .
orchestrated eonference that was ‘both
_thought ~ provoking “and en_}oyable RRPER
Participants keenly anticipate the next CNEH ~ - & .
conference, which will be held in Winnipeg, .. |
. Manitoba, in April 2002. ‘Michael Huberman o

wﬂl act as program co coordmator

Page27




labor—market
' -_engenders accelerated -marriage, m1grat10n
“rand household growth as well -as assocrated L
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Ctto in Retrospect 1966

Mlehael Haupert UW-La Crosse o <

._-’.Indzvzduals in bold l:vpe are currenrly hsted ."

on EH.Net -

| '(February 1966)

- .seminar;
Vietnam - War rage - outside . the bu11dmg

' ‘-Elsewhere the ﬁmshmg touches are being
- applied to -the ‘National, Organization for
. 'Woren; " which will be founded later: that-

- year, . Before the conference- begins, several -

' New Yorkers are heard complaining . about.
the recent’ mcrease in subway fares to 20'
. ‘gents _f L . . .

Lo The program began on Thursday wrth S
Richard - Easterlin -
. “Econotnic~ Demographlc Interactlons and -
"Long Swings in Economic Growth.” This
 theme, like many.of the papers presented in -
. ,thls years conference beeame a central one . -
i the: work of the, presenter well into the
~future, . In this case, it first ‘showed' up later
- the same year in-the December issuc’of the
' "J:'-_Amerzcan Economic ‘Review in an'article. of .
*, ‘the same name. In; 1968, Easterlm pubhshed '
o Populatmn, ‘Labor Force & Long Swings zn'f-._;
" Economic Growth, T he Amemcan Expemence L

i _(NB:ER General Ser., No 86)

R _Easterhn argued that one of th,e mechamsms -
:_;responslble for: long swmgs i economrc; :
- ‘growth may involve  interactions : among'

- aggregate demand, labor market. GOIIdlthIlS,

- and household growth, with a feedback effect
from the last to the first. An upswing in the”

- growth of aggregate demand and the growing.

.induced - thereby -

trghtness

_ spendmg _
- geveral years.as a new home is established -
. ‘ o+ anda family started or  settied, Abunchmg of -
o The Purdue Unlversuy

" Sefuinar on the Use of Economic Theory and

© Statistics in - Economic Hlstory (énd . you-
_ thought Cliometrics Society was a mouthful) *

““meet in West Lafayette for their sixth annual -

The student’ protests -against’ the

- the long-swing - mechanism, .
~development
- aceomphshment of thls requrrement ina free -
L =market eeonomy by a multlpher—type process '

(Penin). " presenting

1600 to 1850,

comm1tments e'xtending Cover

such: . commitments - .would . cushion the
economy against the usual business eycle and

“become ' exhausted- only gradually ~Long "~
-Swings -are-
. development of - free market ecenormes, o
‘because typically the adoption of modern.
"'/ indystrial technology has requlred population -
- redistribution from-rural fo urban areas and. =~
'the provision of the requisite ‘goods - for this
Telocated populatron “The induced state. of .~
“gn -urban -

prevalent in . the -

~boom, 1§ - essentlally -the

Next up was a- symposmm on econonuc -

‘growth | and institutional - change featuring - !
. Doug-North. (Umver51ty of Washington) on . -
~-shipping - and " Lanee Dav1s (Purdue) on‘.-‘ o

' ﬁnanc1al 1nst1tut10ns E RN

: :North presented ev1dence on sources of = L
productivity change n- ‘ocean sh1ppmg from:.
Total factor productmty' L
‘ ",1nereased at.a- rate of almost 0: 5% per year - . . -
“betweet. 1600 and 1784. Between 1814 and -
1860, produotmty moreased at a rate in |
- excess of 3% per- year. -
- “there was no ehange in ship size, but there -
- wasa sharp fall in ctew requirements.and a’

* decline. in average port tinie. The decrease in
“crew size stemmed from gradual elimination

" - of piracy and prlvateerlng and the consequent

" “reduction in guns and crew ‘for military - -
_protectron Falling port time was atiributable .
to improving -market orgamzanon “
- second. period it was the size of ships and

. consequent carrying capacity that increased:
a8 well as the load: factor (from more two- . .-

In the- ﬁrst period, -

JIn the”

way cargo), w1thout an equlvalent mcrease in '
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~crew. size. The growth of large-scale well-
~organized - markets = permitted - this®
~ development, Thebasic ship design, which - -
.- - made-possible these developments, had been "

" _devised "by ‘the’ Dutch 'in 1595; ‘the full
" exploitation of the improvements inherent in
. this - ship “became . possible “when - market -
~ imperfections -were - reduced - with, - the -
- elimination - of” prracy and- the reduotmn in

o .transaetlons costs. .-

_ Two years later th1s work appeared 111 prmt in "
L -North's famous-Journal of Political Economy o
- .. article; "Sources: of- Produet1v1ty_Char1ge m o

‘--‘;‘Ooean Shlppmg, 1600 1850 "

L -‘DaV1s noted that the patterns of . economlc;,]_
o _"_-eoncentratlon differed ‘between’ the ‘United-
.. ’States and the United Kingdom, “A part of - -
- this- dlfference cotild be . explained . by "
e "-_'chfferenoes in" the. capital - markets and- the_
- demands’ for financial capital in- the” two -
& countries. - In the UK not only were the
U straing plaoed on the ‘capital ‘markef by the”
" sirdetyre and location’ of- growth less than in -
- - 'the US, but'also the markets themselves were
- better able to ‘stand the ‘strains.: There was] -
. - therefore, 11tt1e ﬁnanc1a1 reason for . .
. concentration; In the United States, on the.
- other "hand; ‘similar straing’ put -2 great
- premium on’ the ability- to ‘acquire finance.
7 - Consequently, ‘they “produced: monopoly .
. profits™for those ‘who - could obtain it and-, - L
| . Harold. Wllllamson and Mohammed Nadlrl;_g--' :
. _(both Northwestern) - ‘opened - the.” Priday
. session with” “A Financial- Model ‘of .the . .~
jlaws pubhshed “The Capltal Markets and " American Bconomy.” - The, objective of theit - -
paper was to develop-a theory of demand for .
real cash. balances and to estimate the:model "
" " using the postwar quarterly data for'thie total -
U8 manufactunng ‘sector. - They concluded -
that ‘there” was ev1dence of eonmderablc, L
-economies of - scale in holdlng real cash .~
" balances, and the - avérage’ adjustment lag i
between actual and desired real cash’ balances'r'- o
‘was small (about one or two quarters)

tended to force out firms without-stich access

‘ N "-The result was an mcreased concentratlon

" Industrial Concentration: The U.S: and UK, .
. A Comparative Study” in the August 1966

_ _VISSUB of the Economtc sttory Rev:ew

. The oollaboratlon between Nerth and DaV1s ‘
. extgnded beyond the 'symposium. - They -
"+ pursued. the theme of growth and institutional
- ~:change: in - their. 1970 JEH artl_cle, _'
: '-“In‘stitutiOnal Change - 'and ~American .-

. Economlc Growth A First. Step Towards a - -
- Theory of Tnstitutional Innovation,” and their _—

‘book; Institutional Change. and American = -
" Economic Growth, published: the following .- .
4 _:year by Cambrldge Umversrty Press S

';_Wllham Parker Wale) elosed out. the N
,Thursday ‘séssions with “This L1tt1e Piggie. . -
- Went to Market.” This: went- on to become:

o perhaps the most wrdely cited unpublished - -
+...paper in economic history literature. * Parker = .-

estimated pork production in the: US as the -

. sum of production. in"three sectors: slaughter =

on- Northérn farms, - slaughter “at “Northern .

slaughter and paekmg houses, and slaughter

" in-the South ‘and Far West (estrmated wnder - ¢
- -the assumption that the practices governing .

. production -for commercial ‘and for farm .
slaughter did not. differ sharply in those .
regions).” "For .each sector; the" ‘produgtion” -
 estimate was. the result, of applymg slaughter . .~ -
gratros and, average live weights at, slaughter fo o
- the average number of animals in inventory -
. ‘Quring the year This papér set. the standard = ©; -

- for - what “is- expected of ~a. paper. to’ be
presented at Clio.- It was a wotk in progress =~ -
~and :an - exemplary application.-of statistical =
: techmques to historical data sets.- The paper
*as presented by Parker was only erght pages’ -
‘long but featured 22 pages of tables and® .
- appendices, mcludrng - somethlng the . = -
',.computer has made obsolete - an erratapage BRI
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B Nad1r1 pubhshed a related paper "The
, ..';Determmants of Real Cash Balances in the U. -
' 8, Total-Mariufacturing Sector," three years- ' ..
o 'later in the Quarterly Joumal of Economzcs :

continuation’ of his previous work. - His next

- published piece on- the economics of slavery
- was “Slavery as an Obstacle -to Economic ...
fGrowth in _ the . United ‘States: A Panel "

' Discussion,” " which | appeared “the
. December 1967 issue. of the Joumal of
S Economzestrery o :

Wllllam Wh1tney (Penn) closed out the day ;,‘ o
o with, “Input Output and the 19t —Century' .
'Economy e U 3

K -Whﬂe 51pp1ng the newly mtrodueed Taster s
-+ Choice- freeze-dried - instant* coffee during -
© .- breaks,’ ‘the talk’ naturally turns to the job. -
- market. Several promising young economic, .. |
_ - ‘historiang ‘will be'landing new positions this. .
. year: "The average starting’ salary for a new
. assistant professor, af $9500, is a hefty 58% .-
" ‘more ‘than Major- League Baseball rookies
o wdll earn. Many friendly" wagers are placed -
~ 7. on how long it will take that gap to ‘double; -
.+ The‘influence of clio presenters is evident at.
- .the EHA ‘meetings that fall.. Recently minted -
. Ph.Dis, Jon Cohen (Yale), R. Marvin. Mcinnis .
o (Queens ‘University); -and” Gary~ Walton -
_(University. of . Washmgton,), present their .
. - doctoral research as part of the dlssertatmn .

L jsess1on e : SSUE

P On Saturday, _Sam Warner (Washmgton U)' -

- started out with "A’ H1stor1an Looks at-the

. "Quantitative  Aspects ~of City * Growth.” -

s ‘Warner was a prohﬁe author of utban lllStOl‘y, '

-pubhshmg numerous: books and- articles. on - -

- the-subject in the next several years, These

2l ineluded ! “If Al the . World - Were
Philadelphia: A Scaffolding for Urban

. This represented a - SR :
- “John Bowman (W1sconsm) followed w1th BRI
" “Some New. Data on American Agrmulture, S
“1870-1900:* In:1974, Bowman and Richard - -7 ¢
H. Keehn teamed up to’publish “Agticultural -
- Terms "of Trade in Four Midwestern- States,-: :

-'Hlstory, 1774 1930 » The Amerzcan _
* Historical Review, Oct 1968; Planning Jorar .
Nation' of Cities .(MIT. Press, 1966); The  ~~
- Urban Wilderress (HarperCollins. Publishers, S
St - 1973); and The Way We Really Live, Social
) "f:-Alfred Conrad (Harvard) followed w1th .
- “Slavery Reeonsrdered and  -then’
" Reconsidered ‘Again.”

Changes' in. Metropolztan Boston since- 1920,

{Boston: Publle lerary, 1977)

1870 1900 ? in the JEH

) ATechnology takes center stage durmg the oy
easual conversations - striick - up between -
‘papers. - The Cliometricians are all excited to -~
- see one of their brethren showing off hig new: . -~
~ Friden Model 132 calculator. 1t’s the latest . -~
~techhological “marvel, and - the “automatic’ .
 square oot function- makes the $1950 price.
tag @ bargam Several clioms will return o oo

their home eampus hoplng to talk the “dean

inito purchasing one for the department, _ And S
it’s even portab1e1 e

Arrfares are: another topio of conversauon S

" The $74 roundtrlp fare between. Chicago aid .~ - .
. Migmi may énd up. grounding a couple of -
clioms who hope to combine-a little pleasure ..~
with their work during spring ‘break.. After .
all, a department travel budget can only take- R

“§0. much stram SRNCREUE S

-.jCltometrlerans w1ll gather fext in Tucson
'frorn May 18 20 2001 for therr 41St annual.
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The meetmgs were elosed out by Matthew' IR
" Simon (Quéens, College) and David Novack =~ "
- (Vasser), - They presented their paper entitled, -~ . -
“‘European Traports:as-a Source-of, American =
Supply.” Tn 1970, Simon went on to publlsh e
a related paper, “New British Investment in. - ©

" Canadd, 1865 1914,” in the Canad1an Joumal-._-‘ "

of Economlcs %




“expected . o be on. hand this ‘year,

g :-' '-'_f'of the human memol‘y

" Ralph - Andreang -and. Alfen Bogue (both: Wasconsm) Panl ‘David

7 ald Gordon and  Robert - Thomas  (bot

¢ . {Wtsconsm)

‘?:meetlng The name , of the conference has
- been shortened, but as rtecent ‘gatherings

'_ ~suggest, the quahty of the” work “most
_ -certainly -‘has . not ' diminished. - Two
““participants of the 1966 meetmgs are

: It their
7 recollections of the meetings match those 111‘_'; .
- the report cons1der it evrdence of the power L

_Other rotd l’e attendees- in We,s‘t quhyette in 1966 mc[uded (! or, ); o

C (Stanford) Stan’ Engerman (Rochester) Lassie; Albert Fishlaw‘,‘ ) o
" (UC-Beriiey), Robert Fogel (Chicago), Bob.Gallian (UNC)-Don™ ™ _ The deadhne for submxssmn is April 3 A
2001, Please send five coples of your papers o

- proposal (a brief’ abstract no more than two

- th Waghington), - Eugens‘kg
. Swiglerisky. (C‘hwago) Peter Temm (MIT) and Jeﬂ“rey Wiﬂmmson‘ Cent

o "':"'"RENEWAL REMINDER'-'-'f
- fWhat we1ghs more than a small tin’
“of Beluga Caviar but' costs only a

in the Chometnc Society, ~of
Il course.. “This will be your- last'_-__
' newsletter if you don’t renew in a

i & fraction ‘as' much?- A- membershtp.‘ o R et
o For more 1nformat10n, contact The H1storrcal_~ .
N "-"SOOlBty at: - : '

(617)358- 0260

_"ttrnely manner, o’ get off:the strck
and get that check in the rnr:ull

SnrlnE2001 Vomme 16Numbe£_.’l_.' o

Call for Papers
National COnference of

The Historical Society
Atlanta, Georgla
May 16 19 2002

. The thlrd nat1onai conference of The B

©  Histotical Society - will meet i Atlenta, -
S ::Georgra on May*16-19, 2002 The themie of

 the. - gonference will. - be

: ';;Reconstrucnons,

“Htstorlcal -

'_ -’I’he Program Dlrectors Welcome proposals

- from - 1nd1v1duals active ‘in. all fields ~of -

- histerical Inquiry. . Acaderhic. _and - pubhc,: R

. historjans;,along with. independent. scholars, * .
graduate “students, . and. others engaged in

historical inquiry, are mvrted to submit brief - °

" abstracts ‘of their: proposals;

- eSpecrally welcome papers comparatrve 1nj‘

fscOpe or that may be combired to create -

- sessions. that shed hght on’ the bea,rrng of -

: _f-sorne hrstorrcal experrences on others '

-;’_--__-:pages in length) to:

2002 Program D1rectors

‘.The Historical SOClety L
-~ 656 Beacon Strcct Mezzanmc
' »--Boston, MA 02215-2010

(6173580250 ..
. D-iail: historic@bu,edu- - o
' Websﬁe http //www bu, edu/hrstonc

Pagest

cin-which we seek to )
- understand -how-. elites,” social “groups, .and- <.

- individuals: have tried toreconstitute -and” . .
T strengthen their crushed societies after defeat
in war, ensumg turmorl or. soc1al upheaval

Tho Dlrectors," R




. '(Brunel Umversrty)
. ‘sessions - presented, - 11 were from the -
-~ gconomic history network. Theycovered a. -
"~ ‘broad . range -of subjects from the 1ega1 .

KRS 'centurles
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Report of the 25th Annual

Soclal SGIence History Association COnference
By ScottA Carson Umversn;y of Texas—Permmn Basin g

) -(Plttsburgh) The 25th annual meetmg of the -
.- Social Science Histoty- Association was held

at the Hilton P1ttsburgh and Towers October,

2629, 2000, The ‘conference theme was
_ﬁ('(UmveISIty of Texas-Pernuan Basm)- o

"Lookmg Backward and. Lookmg Forward:

-+ Perspectives on ‘Social. Seience . History."
‘Leslie” Page - Moch - (Mlchlgan State) and -
Phillip “McMichael (Comell) arranged the,_”

- Association's program. - _
_network session orgamzer was David Ryden -

Of the -164 total" -~ -

 through Nevada, Utah, and WyOmmg Usmg -

. arrangements of - child | labor - to -the -
. “macroeconomie pohc1es of the 18“‘ and 19“1_'_,.'

B _'Chlldren, 1mm1grants, and women wete three
.. distinct - groups examined . in “the  papers .
- presented at the session, "Labor Markefs and-
- Labor Choices in the 1'5)th and 20" Centuries." .
- "Common: themes united -the papers and the
.- “enshing discussion, such as: the role of culture - -
inc shapmg labor - market qutcomes, “the -
opportumty prov1ded with new data ‘sources,
" and the measyrement problems that remain in*
. these’data sources. ' Philip: Holleran (Patrlck{-,_- -'
- Henry: Community College) opened ‘with his
“paper, -"From  an FEarly ~Age: Ethnic ™
- Differences in Child Labor in 1907." He
- f-mveshgates the: 1ongstand1ng questlon of
.- -whether there were cthnic differences in the -
- use of child labor that could not be explained -
" by'economic variables. His evidence consists
7. of'household- level data ‘collected, through a -
1907 Senate suryey. He finds that the effect
. - of ethnicity and cilture of the supply of child * -
- labot. varied "by. region within. the ' United
* States: . Bthnicity mattered in Pennsylvanla__ '
C sl n‘ulis but ‘not in- Massachusetts textile
‘ .rmil__s On the other hand cultural '

P PageBZ SR

“The economics -

" past. 130 " years.”

assmﬁlatlon ‘mattered in Massachusetts, but .

. there was 1o such effect in Pennsylvama .

The : second presenter,. Scott Carsen"

produced new evidence-on the role Chinese

workers, - played in the - construction - of -

America's transcontmental railroad. Carson CI
research is based on a new data set containing

' the 1870 census record.of every. worker In the

counties “along the transcontlnental route:

this data set, he documents the tremendous

"i-concentratlon of Cliinese workers jn unskilled . . -
aiid support eccupatmns oft the “railroad. ~
- After -developing ‘a labor market: ‘model to. .
7 explain umnlgratlon volatility,” he employs : = -
" Congressional testimony - from - railroad. ©
‘managers: to suggest that the product1v1ty of .
these workers may have stimulated. increased
and more varied use of Chinese workers-on
- subsequent constructlon v1a a “demand—s1de "
:’-Iearmng" process Lo o

_' Matthew Sebek (UC Rwermde) contmuedr_'

*+ with "Taking the Measure of Womer's Labor: .~
I—Ilstorlcal Ev1dence of Female Labor Foree =
Participation." Sobek. utlhzes individual level
data from the [PUMS' census ‘samples to . -
rigorously . test hypotheses about married

women's ‘labor force part1c1patlen over the

married women would dramaucally increase -

. the labor force participation rates in the late” -
- 1800s and early 1900s and would- generate’a
- trough . in ‘married - women's labor market o

actmty in the World War II era.

~'The - census . ‘toutinely -
undercounted mamed women who worked -
- on family farms or in family: businesses by " .
* listing ‘them as, having no occupation. ' .
Sobek's - calculations conﬁrm. that ~more ©
‘complete ‘reporting. of the’ partlclpatlon of
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- ‘._‘paper money.

ST "Serap -
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g ,In the sessron,' "Maeroeconorme Pohcxes in. -

" the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries," -

. Farley - Grubb - (University of. Delaware)
hypothes1zes that the -choice of a_unified -

~ Specie. curréncy for the United States ‘may

- have had more to do with personal gain'than’
-7+ a public- ~spirited. concern about the alleged -
-+~ -poor. quality’ of the- old colonial and state
‘He uses: evidence drawn
*. primarily fromi Pennsylvania to show that the =
.. earlier -currency -had been’ quite - sound. His

' ev1dence also shows that the Unifed States' -
. ‘specie, was in fact vulnerable to. 1n’ternatlona1

- Al ﬂuctuatron and thus more prone to- volatlllty“ )
*as well as to an initial inflation spike. - Giubb. -

1 . argues’ that -this decision ‘ was particularly .-
'-advantageous 10 ﬁnanc1ers ‘who were most. .
SR '-vooal for it at the Const1tut1onal Convent1on L

o Rlchard Lobdell (Unlverstty of Mamtoba)
presented "Flnanemg ‘Preedom: the” ‘British
- . Loan of 1835 to Comperisate Forrner: Slave
- 7 Owrers." - He.discusses ‘the financial impact "
<" of : the " property - buy-out- clause . ‘of --the " .
'.,_-r'_‘-‘emancrpation of British slaves in the: rmd-r_""
+ . 1830s. 1t appears; that the massive transfer-of: .
o money from the' state to-slave owners was
- “orderly - and- did not dlsrupt the supply of
Y 'money in “the" la;rger ‘economy. -
~ - "speculates “that it may. well have been’ the -
~ -+ 'Rothschild's personal intervention in - “the -
o aoney. marl(et that prevented a severe
contraetlon i the money supply B

In theu' two papers mstorlans Carl Zlmrlng .
" (Carnegis

. MelIon) “and. “Paul’ - Gilimore .
: (Georgla Tech) exarmne 1rnm1grants ‘business '
. endeavors . in ;" the - ‘session,  "Immigrant ' .

* - Businesses - and the Problem of Legitiimacy," -
- Together, Zimting and. Gilmore provided: an'
- engaging discussion concerning the location, .
~* -cultural Context, and trajectories: of ethnic
. .;busmesses n. Amencan cities and, regmns In.
T the - Questron of -
i “Legitimagy: , Problems . of. ‘an- Immigrant . -
_Industry," Zlmrlng offered a tlmely, m-depth :

Industry . and -

- busmess

- economies,

‘. In hlS paper

Aransitions
‘teplacement . of:

"Lobdell .

"Adversity. -

portra1t of the largely 1mm1grant steel scrap

dealers from the 1880s through the close of*

~ the Great. Depressron “He also prowdes us
- with appreciably greater detail on the ethnic ~ - -
“aspect of waste and recycling' than - many.-

historical obsetvations’ regardlng Aimmijgrant

scrap. dealers to the mder socioeconoitiic: and

Zimring
addressmg ‘the - regional - p011t1cal economy

~ that led to the eventual deehne in ethmc ;_
.partrclpatlon 111 the serap 111dustry o

eoneomltant

of . ~work a,nd

Merchant Econom1es

and - Affliction":”

~He ¢onnects social practices of

-' cultural context, viewing. cthnic scrap dealers - * .
as; Strlvmg for legitimacy within regional -~
‘congluded . by .o :

, "'From Mom and Pop to"‘f S
. Progressive  Grocer: Legltlmacy and ‘Food '
- Selling ‘BeforeWorld - War IL" - Gilmore .. -
eencentrates on the. teehnologreal and cultural P
on the gradual -
thmcally owned -
. neighborhood- grocery stores with’ park1ng~ B
lot-adorned . supermarkets. - R
and . pop- retailers - foctised on nelghborlng O
) '1mnngrant consumers,. often’ styhzmg their -
-inventories to match perceived and particular. .-
“wants . that “~were . different” ‘from . thte,. R
" Protestatit, Anglo-Saxon cominunjties in the .
,expandlng suburbs; Gilmiore alse talks about = : =
- the social praotrces of mom and pop: retailers, ..o
. 1nclud1ng socigeconomic. factors and cultural SR
_context; In sumrnatlon these papers prov1d6 S
us. with “a rich smorgasbord of -historical:
. narrative-and- example. . Session’ chiair Philip:~ - .
~Scranton, (Rutgers)  observed Znnrmg and: 7
._'G1lmore s prolects put a good deal of hrstory -
“behind the ~vigorous
. soeiologlsts

Gllmores rom:

dlSCllSSlOl’l among: i
immigration: . "
\‘,_-cencernlng the loeatmn ‘and cultura,l context o
of oltles and regrons LT .

i ,,:;The sessron,' "Industnal Agrleultural and S
A Pan-Atlantic -
. ‘-PerSpeetwe," began with "A 'Thorny Bedof ;-
Alexandria .
'Merchants, the Napoleome Wars and the Rlse o




T The ﬂgwsletter of The' Cﬁometn‘c Socretv T

“of Marine Insurance" by A, Glenn Crothers—."
_ (Indlana University Southwest) Crothers -
;.. traces -the development ~of the ‘insurance
o 1ndustry in- Alexandria, Vrrgmla just a short:
“time ‘after the chartering. of the" Insurance
. ;Company of North America in Phlladelphla

- He further examines the economic.forces that
- fostered this financial development wrthm a -
- _soc1ety that was, also commltted to slavery

L John Small (UNC Charlotte) followed w1th;

o "'Econorrnc History. -and ' Post ‘Modefnism; . -

.-Making Sense. of - Industnallzatlon in 18th o

. ‘Century England," in which he argues that
- - the big ‘debates within- history departments .
~and the use of post-modern theory have had -

-+ little impact on the field of econoniic history; -

- -with its extensive use of mathematlcs and the

- _rational - ‘maximizer . paradrgm ~Smiail

- _'charactorrzes malnstraam eeonomic hlstory as:
L ,fsometlmes lacking eomimon - sense, . He -

asserts it'is: handlcapped by a paradlgm that, -
"~ while often clegant in ‘its_simplicity, deals”

o with unplcasatit - facts ‘that do ‘not- fit the .-

. theory, - He calls on ecoriomic . historians to. - :-

S tell more storles after they CmnCh the o
.'_'numbers IR L S

o Anne McCants (MIT) contmued w1th:
L "Intergeneratlonal  Wealth - ‘Transfers - and .
. Family. Networks in- 18" Century Holland L
'~ MecCants ‘  investigates. - the. property "
~transmission . and - the specral artangerments
= .made for the care of minor children’ followmg .

" parental death in 18th—0611fl1fy, urban Holland
She draws' her extensive " data from 'a:.

" collection of unpubllshed manuscrlpt probate._-l,f,
oo records: taken primarily from the lower : t0_2='
RS 'x"-m1ddle shopkeeper/artlsan straia. '

facilitated -

‘apprentlceshlps
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_ .workers in farm aecount books 1o the British -
" census and finds that females had-flat age- -
' wealth proﬁles On' the other ‘hand, males'
. profiles increased rapidly in the carly teens,
“flattened between the 20s-and 60s, and fellat =~ @
“older ages; which is much- different from
“modern wage profiles. ‘This suggests litlle
accumulation of human capital durmg the
B laborers life. The dramatic change .in the - - R
- profiles of younger men,and the rapid decline
. of those .of older-men may be explained by

tho change in physmal strength at those ages

Issues m chrld labor were d1scussed in,. the Lo
following ‘session, "Legal Arrangements of ‘
Child . Labor,”- -when Daniel Jacoby '~
(Umversity of Wash1ngton~Bothell) spoke-on .
"Apprenticeship and its Political Econorny.”
- Jacoby considers how apprentrceslnp systems - - . . 4
were - replaced 'with “mor¢ formal “training - -~ .
systemns - and the pol:ltrcal rssues “that U
replacement ‘the - -
_apprenuceshlp system ‘He concludes that ~
“cultural and political factors were-the miost "~
important conttibutors. - that led. to. the - . -
transition. - Cultural upheaval after Amerlcas,:' ST
' Civil: War led to chatiges in ‘social and -
,7"1nst1tutronal arrangements that - ultimately S
caused : the decllne cof tradltlonal'_'_.' S
These  cultural . factors
~combined with- polmcal failures to-bring the .
. “apprenticeship System to-an end. ‘While less’ -
"~ important, -other factors "were market and”
:legal failures: Compulsory education; rather ..
" ‘than indentured apprentrceshlps was more |
, "pohtlcally acceptable. - Jacoby ‘closed: ’oy--_; e
talking about the four mstltuuons that arose
“to fill the void’ leﬁ 1n the - dermse of the‘ff;" e
- apprenticeship - system:- employers, umons S
L : o ,prlvate trade schools, and the state -
A '-Joyce Burnette (Wabash College) closed with' S
' "Wage Profiles of English Farm Workers .in -
. the Early 19% Century," where she documents-
- age-wage profiles among both: womeh and. ..
-~ ‘men on two -English farms: one.in Derbyshire - -
~and ohe in Gloucestershlre Burnette matches

- In: "Pohtwal Economy of Orphan Indenture 1n‘ IR
‘.-Elghteenth Century. Aierica," John Murtay %
and Ruth Herndon (both Toledo) consider the ‘
terms of orphan apprentlce contracts in: three =~ ©

. locatlons of early Amer1ca Boston Rhode

= ‘:Vij':'Page 34 -'
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"_'Island and Charleston Some contracts ".fl"détail.' '

Carr . is’ deeply 1nvolved in’ the

-promlsecl further. educatlon o training in a _.'_'111her1tance of slaves. The audience in this+
specific skill, and some obhgated the master ~~ session was surptised 10 learn that the authors. -
- to pay the apprentice a sum- of money or -~ could find 0o evidence of an: internal -slave .
- goods at the end of the term, Two mutyally - - trading, system in the colonial'period. Rather,

" exclusive  theories - have. been proposed. to . slaves -were heid. onto and passed down as” e
eXplam the relatlonshlp bctween such .end. f_lnherltances w1th1n famlhes i_n‘ the",
* - payments and education and training clauses, .’ ]-'Chesapeake slave econ Omy SR

: " Théy find empirical suppm*t for each 1hcory

7 inc different- locations. . - In. Boston, end - The: Soc:lal Sclcnce Hlstory A38001a110ns” B
payments acted as forced savings; in'Rhode - 2000 . annual’ conference - coveted a’ broad_'
 Island and Charleston they acted as a’bond. - 'Interdlsmphnary perspectlve of many. current :

- Promises ‘of end payments were intefided to - topies in‘economic history: Both established - .
" dissuade . bound. - children - of - varymg- . and asplrlng ‘scholars’ rehashed -old-and - - R
‘--‘produ0t1v1tles from becommg poor relief. ‘_-f‘opened e
.jrecxplents or runaway apprentlces ot . -common methodology of economics. Welefp ~.

. oo Pittsburgh havmg interacted with researchers

o Wmme Rothenburg (Tuﬂs) chalred a panel -.+who :share ~ the. corhmen’ ObJeCiIVG oo
-« discussion - entitled, "The: Chesapeakes . understand - historical. - processes ~and - how-

‘ -"E1ghteenth Century Economy New-.. “cultyral
Quantitative. Ewdence," that focused on a . influenced those pmcesses.lThc Conferences; Col e
. central project. Russell Menard (Minhesota), - mext. meetmg will be hﬁﬂd in Chicago in the -+
~. Lois Carr (Archives of Maryland) and Loretia - “fall,
S0 Walsh - (Colonial . Williamsburg)- have ,_‘-Quahtatwe Approaches “to--Social - Science

: f_corroborated for. somié._time on. what w111 be " - History:

""_";.e_jpart of 2 book on the slave’ economy of - the: 26" ‘annual’ confcrence of the - Social . ..
- _colonial Chesapeake ‘Walsh's discussion ‘of -_Smen.ce HlStOI“y Assomatlon whlch prormses RASASS

= -the- actual -mechanics of the slave trade (its' 'to be as

opcratwns in- L;verpool Bl'lStOI Mary],and ST
J:._and erg1n1a) -is' astonishing 1n,1ts 16Vel of:‘-‘.‘_' T

Steelworlcers takmg a stmbath on lhezr day oﬁ" Pirtsburgh Penn.sylmmd cl 938 '_

Page 35

new h1st0rlca1 1ssues w1th thc

“and soc,lal -values- may . “Have

“The .thetiie is. "Quantitative and. - o

A Reappralsal " We look forward to

encouragmg as the. 25t
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A Letter from the Editor

- As we- begm our. second year of pubhshmg the newsletter AS (After Sam) it
' seems ‘reasonable ‘fo pause for a- bit to-reflect on the past year: - -Since the
T 1naugura1 issue, we have managed. not fo mistdbel ‘any photos -or leave out any.
_ bylines: Assummg the same- holds for this present issue, we have a streak gomg L
S "-Flfty-three more 1ssues and We’ll be mentloned in the same breath as Joe Lo
DlMaggm ' " N S R -

. With th13 issue, We 1ntroduce our second new feature aretrespectlve of prev1ous R
< Clio: meetmgs Tlus year .our foeus 1s: 1966, . 1966 was a- good year, and .~ -
- represented a sitopler time - when rookie econormists actually earned miore than. ~ . .

"~ - ‘rookie baseball players. Each’ sprmg we will featuré another previous meeting. . -
-, The point is to follow up .on the papers and- preseriters. Please let us know what -~~~ .
S L you . think.~ And as” always, please do not hold back 011 any comments or*':_;",_]

Suggestlons you have forus B T J TR

2 This 1ssue features the th1rd mstallment of our other néw feature-— the book_ S
. preview. 'We preview The Backbone of History: Health and-Nutrition inthe: -
© o Western Hemzsphere edited by Richard Steckel and Jerome Rose.. ‘We' already B
L _fhave a book preview in hand for the summer issue but are always on the lookout S L
"~ for additional books for.future igsues.. 1If youhave a ‘baok forthcommg m the

_7- next year or so, please let us. know so that We can, alert the membershlp DR

At thls t1rne I WOuld 11ke to pubhcly tha;nk all ef those who helped make the past e
. year. d success, . All of your comments ar¢ eertainly valuable and appreciated, =~ .
- and T thank you for the. ‘many notes T have received: In partlcular Iwouldliketo. = .. -

- extend thanks to the. following individuals for, ‘their“efforts  in pufting; the -~ .
f.;f':Newsletter together.over the past year: Brian- A’Heam, Dan: ‘Bogart, Jean Bonde,- e
..+ iLee'Craig, Mary Beth Coimbs, Stanley Engerman, Farley Grubb, Craig Heinicke, - " ...

~+Jonathan Licbowitz, John Lyons, Joel Mokyr; Pamela Nickiess, Doug North, =~ .~
.. Tony O’Brien, Kerry Odell, Roger Ransom, Joe Ryan, Virginie Saulnier, Martin - .-
" Shanahan, Gene Srmley, Sheldon Srmth Dav1d Stead Sam W1111amson, and-‘ .

'Tom Welss

o In closmg, let e’ remmd you of the beneﬁts ol‘ servmg as a reporter for a . .

- '.-".conference aecolades cheers, adm1ratron, 4 byline and a press pass personally - M

+ - signied by either Lee Cra1g or myself. If youneed any or all.of these, please let R
- ‘me know, andI 11 put you of the payroll fora future issue, o PRE

:._.'Mlchael I Haupert Ed1tor




